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A  SUMMARY  OF  FINDINGS 

POPULATION:   In  earlier  decades  Dare  County  developed 
slowly  and  in  isolation  as  a  fishing,  boating,  and 
Federal  Coast  Guard  center,  but  since  World  War  II 
good  roads  and  bridges  and  rapid  growth  of  private 
automobile  ownership  and  leisure  time  have  opened 
the  Outer  Banks  as  a  major  summer  tourist  center. 
The  decline  of  fisheries  and  boating  resulted  in 
net  population  loss  during  the  1950's,  but  since 
1950  population  has  grown  through  natural  increase 
and  settlement  of  retired  and  semi-retired  persons, 
some  of  whom  have  tourist-serving  businesses  during 
the  summer  season.   A  projection  of  the  resident 
population  shows  a  net  gain  from  5,935  in  1960  to 
6,357  in  1970  and  to  6,680  in  1980.   Most  of  the 
gain  is  expected  among  elderly  residents. 

STYLE  OF  LIFE:   Income  levels  of  Dare  County  residents 
are  slightly  below  those  for  the  State.   In  1959, 
average  family  income  was  $3,929  ( S ta t e- $  4 , 83 8 )  ; 
midpoint   for  families  was  $3,226  ( S ta t e- $3  ,  9 56  )  ; 
and  per  capita  income  was  $1,155  ( S ta t e- $  1  ,  2 60  )  . 
Per  capita  income  was  relatively  high  because  of 
smaller  Dare  families,  many  of  them  retirees. 
Educational  levels  of  Dare  adults  were  similar  to 
those  for  the  State. 

Hous  ing :   Some  55  per  cent  of  all  Dare  County 
housing  units  in  1960  were  vacant,  of  which  82.8  per 
cent  were  specifically  for  seasonal  use.   These  do 
not  include  single  or  dormitory  rooms  for  overnight 


stays.   This  is  evidence  that  the  seasonal  summer 
population  is  several  times  that  which  is  resident 
the  year  round . 

THE  ECONOMY:   Tou r i s t- s e r v i ng  businesses  for  the 
summer  season  form  the  major  economic  base  of  Dare 
County.  Traditional  fisheries  and  boating  industries 
have  declined  but  are  still  important.   In  just  ten 
years,  from  1948  to  1958,  Dare  County  hotels,  motels, 
automotive,  and  other  "selected  services"  more  than 
tripled  in  gross  receipts,  from  $512,000  to  $1,737,000, 
giving  Dare  County  more  than  three  times  the  State's 
per  capita  share  of  such  commerce. 

The  Dare  County  Tourist  Survey:   During  the 
summer  of  1962  a  survey  was  taken  of  a  random 
sample  of  visitors  to  the  Outer  Banks.   Sixty  per 
cent  of  the  visitors  were  from  North  Carolina  or 
Virginia,  with  the  rest  coming  from  across  the 
entire  Eastern  part  of  the  nation.   Nearly  all 
visitors  stayed  from  two  to  six  days,  and  the  median 
expenditure  while  visiting  was  $90.55  per  party, 
most  of  which  was  spent  in  lodging  places,  eating 
places,  and  "travel"  (service  stations...).   Attrac- 
tions enjoyed  most  in  Dare  County  were,  in  order, 
swimming,  resting,  sightseeing,  and  fishing.   About 
three-quarters  of  the  visitors  considered  each 
type  of  facilities  as  excellent  or  very  good, 
and  two-fifths  of  the  respondents  made  a  scattering 
of  improvement  Suggestions.  Income  levels  of 


visitors  were  high:   57.4  per  cent  of  the  families 
had  incomes  of  $  5 , 000-$  10 , 000 ,  and  31.9  per  cent 
had  more  than  $10,000. 

PLANNING:   The  rapid  growth  of  Dare  County's 
tourist-serving  business  points  up  the  necessity 
for  protecting  the  Outer  ranks'  natural  beauty  and 
for  coordinated  planning  for  facilities  for  tourists, 
The  great  weakness  of  the  County  economy  is  that 
its  tourism  is  seasonal,  hence  unstable;  a  major 
effort  is  needed  to  build  up  year-round  activities 
(_£.£•,  convention  facilities).   Great  care  must  be 
taken  to  regulate  future  land  use  in  qualitatively 
desirable  directions,  rather  than  permitting 
junky  string  commercial  developments,  a  mixture  of 
"nuisance"  with  upgrading  developments,  or  traffic 
congestion,  to  mar  the  attractiveness  of  Dare 
County  as  a  place  to  live  or  to  visit. 


INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE  OF  THIS  REPORT 


QUALIFICATIONS  OF  THIS 
REPORT 


This  study  of  the  population  and  economy  of 
Dare  County  has  two  broad  purposes:    1)   to  provide 
a  general  inventory  and  appraisal  of  the  present 
population  and  the  state  of  the  economy,  and  2) 
to  provide  qualitative  and  quantitative  data  to 
serve  as  guides  for  the  development  of  policies 
regarding  future  land  use  development.    Such  a 
study  logically  occurs  early  in  the  planning  effort, 

While  past  trends  are  reported  in  the  following 
an  attempt  is  also  made  to  provide  estimates  of  the 
potential  for  future  population  and  economic  growth 
for  Dare  County.   One  must  bear  in  mind,  however, 
that  an  analysis  of  past  trends  is  relatively 
simple,  whereas  estimates  of  future  conditions  are 
quite  often  complex. 

In  general,  the  smaller  the  area  and  the 
longer  the  time  period  over  which  estimates  are 
attempted,  the  more  difficult  become  such  esti- 
mates.  Thus,  it  should  be  stated  at  the  outset 
that  the  estimates  of  the  future  population  and  the 
future  economic  status  of  Dare  County  are  merely 
educated  guesses  made  after  a  study  of  past  trends. 
Even  these  kinds  of  "guesstimates,"  however,  may 
be  used  as  guide  lines  having  some  significance 


Quasi-public  committees  exist  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  natural  beauty  of  the  outer  banks 
seashore  area  and  for  erosion  prevention.   With 
the  cooperation  and  help  of  these  committees, 
land  use  planning  should  have  an  i mm ediately 
impor  tant  role. 


THIS  REPORT  IS  A 
GUIDE 


THE  PECULIAR  PROBLEM  OF 

ESTIMATING  THE  FUTURE  OF 

DARE  COUNTY 


within  the  continuing  planning  process. 

The  estimates  of  future  population  and 
economic  growth  in  this  report,  moreover,  are  not 
predictions,  but  rather  "projections."   These 
population  projections  are  estimates  of  the  future 
based  on  the  trends  of  the  past,  assuming  that  the 
forces  which  produced  the  changes  of  the  past  will 
continue  to  have  a  similar  influence  on  the  future. 
Thus,  the  projection  of  a  trend  into  the  future 
provides  a  base-line  against  which  effects  of 
present  or  future  events  may  be  recognized. 
Deviations  from  trends  thus  established  may  be 
interpreted  as  indications  either  that  some  new 
and  important  factors  have  come  to  play  a  signi- 
ficant part  in  the  economic  and  population  growth 
of  the  area,  or  that  the  factors  which  influenced 
past  population  and  economic  growth  are  operating 
in  a  different  manner  than  had  been  the  case 
p  r evious ly . 

In  addition  to  the  methodological  difficulty 
connected  with  estimating  the  future  situation, 
there  is  a  major  problem  in  evaluating  Dare  County's 
large  seasonal  and  vacationing  populations.   It 
is  not  accurately  known  how  many  individuals  have 
vacation  homes  on  Dare  County's  Outer  Banks,  but 
there  are  large  numbers  of  people  who  spend  some 
part  of  the  year  in  residence  in  Dare  County  while 
maintaining  primary  residence  elsewhere.   In 
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addition  to  these  seasonil  residents,  Dare  County 
has  many  thousands  of  shorter-term  visitors  each 
year  from  April  to  November, 


II   POPULATION 


HISTORICAL  TRENDS  IN  POPULATION 


COUNTY  COMPARISONS  IN  THE 
SEVEN  COUNTY  COASTAL  AREA 


The  population  increase  occurring  In  each 
decade  is  shown  in  Table  1,  Increase  in  Popula- 
tion by  Decade  for  Dare  County  and  Other  Selected 
Areas,  1900  to  1960,  for  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  for  a  seven  county  area  along  the  coast 
including  Beaufort,  Camden,  Currituck,  Dare,  Hyde, 
Pasquotank,  and  Tyrrell  counties  (the  Seven  County 
Coastal  Area)  and  for  Dare  County  itself.   Table 
1  indicates  that  over  the  sixty  year  period  from 
1900  to  I960  the  moderate  population  increase  in 
the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  has  been  exceeded  in 
almost  every  decade  by  the  population  increase 
taking  place  in  the  State  as  a  whole.    Indeed, 
between  1910  and  1920  and  in  the  two  decades  since 
1940  there  has  been  a  population  decline  instead 
of  an  increase.   The  magnitude  of  these  differences 
in  comparative  population  change  in  the  State  as  a 
whole  and  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  may  be 
viewed  quite  clearly  in  Table  1  and  in  Chart  1, 
Population  Increase  for  Dare  County  and  Other 
Selected  Areas,  1900  to  1960. 

Viewing  the  population  change  of  a  l^^-^ge 
area  provides  a  perspective  within  which  ''ends  of 
constituent  subareas  may  be  evaluated,  but  large 
area  trends  may  obscure  divergent  changes  in 


The  increase  by  decade  for  each  county  of  this 
Seven  County  Area  is  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix 
in  Tab  le  A . 
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Table     i-"INCREASE     IN     POPULATION     BV     DECADE    FOR    DARE    COUNTY     AND 
OTHER     SELECTED     AREAS     -     1900-1960 


1900 
1910 


I nc  rease 
for  Decade 


I  n  t.  r  e  a  s  e 
for  Decade 
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I nc  r  ea  s  e 
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1960 


I nc  r  eas  e 
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16  .  5 
2  ,  559  ,  123 
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.256 
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88 
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89 
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90 

063 
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5  ,  7 
5  ,202 

1  :  7 

6,041 

16  .  1 
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5  ,935 
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CHART    I-  POPULATION    INCREASE 
FOR   DARE   COUNTY   AND  OTHER 
SELECTED    AREAS,  1900-  I960 
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The  Growth  of  Dare 
County 


CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE 
POPULATION 


various  subareas.   Table  2,  Per  Cent  Population 
Change  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area,  1900  to 
1960,  presents  data  which  allow  one  to  compare  the 
population  changes  occurring  in  the  Area's  various 
counties.   From  1900  to  1930,  Beaufort  and 
Pasquotank  counties  led  the  Seven  County  Area  in 
average  rates  of  population  increase.   On  the 
other  hand,  population  in  Dare  County,  which 
increased  at  only  a  moderate  rate  in  the  first 
thirty  years  and  suffered  a  significant  decline 
between  1940  and  1950,  has  increased  at  a  greater 
rate  than  the  population  of  the  other  counties 
since  1950,   The  "why"  of  this  population  growth 
shall  be  a  major  concern  of  the  following  report. 

In  addition  to  knowing  how  many  people  there 
are  in  an  area,  it  is  also  of  value  to  know  what 
kind  of  people  are  there.   The  social  and  economic 
structure  of  a  community  must  be  appraised  prior 
to  planning,  so  that  whatever  planning  i^  under- 
taken properly  bridges  the  gap  between  whnt  is  in 
the  present  and  what  is  desired  for  the  future. 
Therefore,  the  following  analysis  treats  r  tie 
population  categorically  in  terms  of  age,  ^ex  and 
race. 

A  picture  of  the  present  population  o£  Dare 
County  and  of  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  is  to 
be  found  in  Chart  2,  The  Population  of  Dare  County, 
the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  and  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  by  Age  and  Sex:    1960. 


Table  2--PERCENT  POPULATION  CHANGE  IK  THE  SEVEN  COUNTY"  COASTAL  AREA  1900-1960 
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CHART   2  -  THE    POPULATION      OF     DARE    COUNTY,  THE    SEVEN    COUNTY     COASTAL    AREA     AND    THE    STATE    OF     NORTH    CAROLINA    BY    AGE   AND  SEX 
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Dare  County  contains  grea':er  numbers  of  people 
in  the  older  age  gtou pings  than  are  noted  in  the 
average  for  the  Seven  Counry  Coastal  Area  or  for 
the  State  of  North  Carolina.   Additionally  the 
median  age  of  the  population  in  Dare  County  is 
slightly  over  thirty-two  years  while  the  median 
age  for  residents  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area 
as  well  as  for  the  State  of  North  Carolina  is 
considerably  lower. 

The  presence  of  considerable  numbers  of  older 
people  in  Dare  County  will,  of  course,  have  a 
considerable  impa:.  t  on  the  character  of  the 
community  and  a  derided  influence  on  the  scope  and 
direction  of  planning  activities  in  the  area- 
Additionally  if  there  is  a  common  motivational 
element  characterizing  this  population  the  character 
of  the  community  and  the  scope  and  direction  of  the 
planning  program  will  be  even  more  clearly  defined. 

Table  3,  Population  Change  for  Sel  erred  Age 
Groups  for  Dare  County  and  Other  Selected  Areas: 
1940,  1950  and  1960,  shows  that  most  population 
gain  over  this  thirty  year  period  has  c, ci'red  in 
the  last  ten  years  and  may  be  characterized  both 
as  an  influx  of  Individuals  in  the  older  sge 
groups,  and  as  an  out-migration  of  individucils  in 


The  median  age  is  that  age  which  divides  the 
population  equally  into  halves.   Thus,  half  the 
population  of  Dare  County  Is  above  and  half  is 
below  the  age  of  32  years. 
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Table  3-  =  P0PL  LAT  I  ON  CHANGE  -OR  SELECTED  AGE  GROl.PS  'OR  DARE  COUNTi-  AND  OTHER  SELECTED 

AREAS   1940,  1950  AND  1960 


19_40_ 

Ma  le 


F  ema le 
Total 


Years  o*  Age 


Dare  C  pjj  n  tjy_ 
65+    15-29 


192 

182 
374 


769 
842 
,  611 


Se.e'.  Coi'-t  V 

C^_a  s  ta J^ _A^ea. 

6  5+         15-29 


State  of  North  C a_r o^l :■  na 
65+         15-29 


2,467  12,411  76,399  527,303 
2j327  12,718  80;141  546.-535 
4,70  4       25,129      156,540    1,0  7  3:838 


1950 

Male 


F  ema  1  e 
Total 


231 

564 

3  , 

,  106 

236 

541 

3 

,300 

46  7 

1  ,  105 

6 

,406 

10,546  105,304  530,543 
10,730  119,993  5  3  3,616 
21,276      225,297   1,064,159 


1960 
Male 

F  ema le 

Total 


306  610 
331  548 
637     1 , 158 


3,731 
4  ,  323 
8  ,  054 


8,5S3  138,592  514,014 
8,895  173,575  504,628 
L  7  .  4  7  8      312,167    1  ,  0  .  _^  5  6  4  2 


1940  to  1950 
Percent  Change 
Ma  les 

F  ema les 

Totals 


+20.3   -26.7  +25.9 

+29.7   -35.8  +41.8 

+24 .9   -31.4  +33.6 


15  , 

,0 

+  37, 

,  8 

15, 

,  6 

+  49 

.  7 

15  . 

,  3 

+  43 

.9 

1950  to  1960 
P  e  r  c  en  t  Change 


F  ema les 
Totals 


+32 ,5   +8,2 


20  .  1 

-18.  6 

+  31.  6 

-3  .  1 

-31,0 

-17.  1 

+  44  .7 

-5.  4 

+  25  .  7 

-17.9 

+  38.6 

-J.'J:. 

the  younger  age  groups. 

Data  in  Table  3  indicate  that  the  major 
population  change  in  the  area  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  older  age  groups  (65  years  of 
age  and  over)  relative  to  the  remainder  of  the 
population,  while  in  the  other  places  considered 
this  age  group  has  remained  relatively  stable  or 
increased  only  a  negligible  amount.   Therefore, 
in  both  real  numbers  and  proportions,  the  older  age 
groups  have  increased  in  excess  of  expectations  on 
the  basis  of  natural  increase  alone. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  basis  for  this  influx 
of  population  in  the  older  age  groups  is  the 
attractiveness  of  the  Dare  County  Outer  Banks  Area 
for  vacationing  and  for  retirement  living.   If 
this  is  the  case  certain  corroborating  findings  should 
emerge  from  the  statistical  data.   Thus  the  influx 
of  the  older  age  vacationers  and  retirees  should  be 
correlated  with  a  high  rate  of  residential  mobility 
of  a  fairly  recent  nature.   These  older  residents 
should  be  relatively  economically  self-sufficient 
and  exhibit  a  slightly  higher  educational  level 
than  would  otherwise  be  expected  for  this  area. 
Moreover,  housing,  while  not  representing  a  large 
capital  investment,  should  be  in  relatively  good 
physical  condition. 

A  significant  number  of  housing  units  should 
be  vacant  during  some  portion  of  the  year.   Further, 
an  examination  of  the  occupational  make-up  of  the 


S  ex 


population  should  show  that  there  are  more 
prosperous  workers  than  would  ordinarily  be 
expected,  but  that  many  of  these  workers  are  not 
employed  or  are  employed  in  areas  other  than  Dare 
County.   The  economy  of  the  area  should  in 
general  be  oriented  toward  the  provision  of 
personal  services. 

The  sex  ratio — that  is,  the  ratio  of  males 
per  one  hundred  females--is  given  for  each  age 
group  and  for  each  area  considered  in  Table  4, 
The  Ratio  of  Male  to  Female  Residents  in  Dare 
County,  The  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  and  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina:    1960.   There  are 
approximately  ninety-seven  males  per  one  hundred 
females  in  both  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and 
Dare  County.   There  are  significantly  fewer  males 
per  one  hundred  females  in  the  Seven  County 
Coastal  Area,  however,  especially  in  the  older  age 
groups . 

Dare  County  has  few  nonwhite  residents 
relative  to  the  numbers  of  nonwhites  in  the 
Seven  County  Coastal  Area.   In  1960,  only  6.8 
per  cent  of  the  Dare  County  population  was  non- 
white,  while  36.3  per  cent  of  the  entire  Seven 
County  Coastal  Area  was  nonwhite.   (See  Table  5) 
In  most  of  Eastern  North  Carolina  the  nonwhites  in 
rural  areas  remain  in  declining  subsistence 
farming,  while  in  urban  areas  the  nonwhite  workers 
are  concentrated  in  menial  trades  and  services. 


-THE  RATIO  O'   MALE  TO  f EMA LE  RESIDENTS  IN  DARE  COUNT\,THE  SEVEN  COASTAL  AREA  AND  THE 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA   1960 


0-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15-1 0 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
3  5-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 

5  5-59 

6  0  --  f-4 
65  + 


State  Qi 
Male 


266  ,638 

2  5  ?  5  5  4  e 
2  4  7  ,  1 «  6 
2  1 0  J  6  1 7 

1  t  0  ;  7  2  1 

142  s  676 
148,440 
1  5  1  s  0  5  7 
13  7^926 
126  s  885 
10  5,902 
8  7  5  0  9  0 
65  „793 
13  8,592 


North  Car  o^l  i  J>a, 
Female    Ratio 


S  even  Coi 


259  5828 
250,513 

2  39  ;  39  6 
i  9  7  ;  5  1  6 
15(-  ,  89  i 
150 ; 221 
157 , 841 
15  9,878 
144  5  080 
133  ,  295 
113^412 
95  f  524 
7/^116 
17  3,575 


102, 

10  2, 
103, 
106  , 
102 


95  .  0 
94  ,  0 
94,5 


95 

95, 

93, 

91 

85 

7  9 


5,233 
5  ,  203 
5  ,  008 

3  .978 
2  J  3  3  6 
2  t  269 
2,  509 
2.561 
2  J  586 
2,  745 
2s373 
1  ,998 
1  J614 
3,731 


Totals  2,247j069   2,309,086 


ntv  Coast 

al  Area 

F  emale 

Rat 

0 

5  ,128 

102 

1 

5  J  034 

103 

4 

4,836 

103 

6 

3  ,90V 

101 

8 

2  ,522 

9  2 

6 

2,466 

92 

0 

2,678 

9  3 

7 

2,836 

9  0 

3 

2,841 

91 

0 

2,883 

9  5 

2 

2;  460 

9  6 

5 

2,  175 

91 

9 

1  ,825 

88 

4 

4  323 

86 

3 

4  5,914 

96 

2 

F'  ema  le     Rat' 


290 
278 

25  2 

26  2 
199 
149 
1  6  9 
171 

185 
188 
17  3 
155 
143 
306 


297 
27  8 
255 
220 
18.5 
143 
165 
2  0v- 
195 
214 
192 
17  7 
151 
331 


97  .  6 
100  .  0 

98  ,  8 
119 
107  , 
104  , 
102, 

82  , 
94, 


i7  ,9 


90  . 
87  , 
98  , 


97.2 


Table  5--N0NWHITE  POPULATION  CHANGE  FOR  DARE  COUNTY  AND  OTHER  SELECTED  AREAS;   1910.  1950  and  1960, 


Percent 
Change 

1940  1 9_5  0    1  9.4  0  to  ]  9  5  0 

State  of  North  Carolina  1,003,988   1,078,808       +7.5 


Seven  County  Coastal 
A  r  ea 


Dare  County 

Nags  Head  Township 


3  2,871 
47  I 
453 


32  ,  371 

380 


-1.  5 
-19.3 


Percent 

P 

e  r  c  e  n  t 

Change 

Change 

1960 

L  9  5  0  to  1 9  6  P 

1940 

to  19  6  0 

1,15  6,870 

+  7.2 

+  15.  2 

32  ,  680 

+  1  .0 

-0.6 

406 

+  6  .8 

-13.8 

40.  1 

=  _ 

-11,5 

1.2 


The  Future  Population 


In  Dare  County  there  are  few  nonwhite  workers 
or  residents,  and  their  numbers  have  steadily 
declined.   On  the  other  hand,  Dare  County  nonwhites 
fare  better  than  those  elsewhere  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina.   For  example,  the  nonwhite  population  in 
Dare  County   which  is  concentrated  in  Nags  Head 
Township,  the  county's  tourist  industry  center,  has 
a  median  income  of  seven  hundred  dollars  more  than 
the  median  income  of  nonwhite  workers  in  the  Seven 
County  Area. 

The  projection  of  the  future  population  on 
the  basis  of  past  trends,  particularly  when  the 
area  at  present  shows  a  high  but  sensitive  growth 
potential,  is  fraught  with  hazard.   In  general, 
the  smaller  the  area  and  the  longer  the  time 
period  over  which  the  estimate  is  made,  the  more 
difficult  it  is  to  achieve  accuracy  in  estimating 
the  future  population.   Added  to  factors  which 
ordinarily  must  be  considered  in  any  estimation 
of  the  future  are  the  particularly  relevant  factors 
in  the  population  of  Dare  County:   the  population 
of  an  area  is  usually  stable  in  proportion  to  the 
long  range  stability  of  the  population's  basis  of 
employment.   In  Dare  County  the  basic  source  of 
income,  as  will  be  seen  later,  is  that  provided 
through  service  industries.   This  income  results 
from  money  spent  by  tourists  from  outside  the 
County  more  than  that  by  local  consumers. 
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A  populacion  piojecrlon  study  for  the  Stace 
of  North  C<T(jlJna  giving  future  population  tor als 
by  age   and  feex  for  each  c-ouncy  in  the  St:3te  of 
North  Carolina  is  soon  to  b*  published  a5  a  part 
of  the  program  of  basic  economic  and  population 
research  carried  on  by  the  Division  of  Community 
Planning,   Preliminary  reports  of  the  projected 
population  figures  for  1970  and  1980  for  Dare 
County  appear  in  Table  6,  The  Future  Popular  run 
of  Dare  Couaty  by  Age  and  Sex:   1970  and  1980. 
The  total  population  projected  for  Dare  County  in 
1970  exceeds  sixty-chree  hundred  people  and  by 
1980  a  population  oi    nearly  sixty^seven  hundred 
people  is  projected. 

Over  the  period  from  I960  to  1980  it  is 
expected  that  the  composition  of  the  population 
will  show  the  effects  of  the  changes  which  have 
been  identified  In  the  foregoing.   The  proportion 
of  the  population  between  the  ages  of  12  and  3  0 
years  will  decrease  slightly  by  1970  a  i  c!  then 
increase  slightly  until  by  1980  the  proportion  of 
the  population  between  the  ages  of  15  s-^l  30 
years  will  be  approximately  what  it  was   i  1950 
(approximately  20.A7„),   The  proportion  -;  -he 
population  in  the  older  age  groups  will  i-.  rease 
steadily.   For  example,  the  proportion  of  -.he 
population  above  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  of 
age  will  increase  steadily  until  by  1980,  ouer 
14  per  cent  of  the  population  will  be  found  In 
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Table  6--THE  FUTURE  POPULATION  OF  DARE  COUNTY,   1970  and  1980 


AGE  IN  YEARS 


WHITE  MALE 


WHITE  FEMALE 


Le  s  s  5 

5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65  + 
TOTAL 


274 

291 

260 

271 

290 

301 

238 

245 

192 

234 

160 

154 

221 

229 

131 

154 

162 

220 

174 

141 

156 

146 

159 

158 

166 

159 

345 

389 

281 

298 

256 

268 

274 

285 

213 

218 

168 

192 

151 

153 

191 

187 

138 

161 

152 

193 

200 

140 

190 

161 

199 

206 

184 

192 

417 

524 

NONWHITE  MALE 


NONWHITE  FEMALE 


Less  5 

5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65  + 
TOTAL 


22 

21 

30 

31 

10 

8 

4 

10 

4 

8 

12 

13 

7 

17 

197 


25 
21 

25 

26 

21 

16 

3 

6 

3 

9 

4 

9 

8 

19 

195 


23 
24 
25 
13 

9 
14 
11 

9 
17 
14 
11 
21 

6 

21 

218 


26 

23 

21 

11 

15 

18 

8 

9 

13 

11 

12 

14 

6 

28 

215 
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this  older  age  group.   (See  Chart  3)   The  n^-nwhite 
population  Is  expected  to  decrease  slightly. 

Despite  the  qualifications  with  which  the 
foregoing  information  h^s  been  put  forth,  there  are 
certain  implications  of  the  trends  that  are  worthy 
of  recognition c   Thus,  the  presence  of  an  "cider 
population"  in  the  Dare  County  Outer  Banks  Area, 
the  possibility  of  a  large  portion  of  the  population 
being  absent  part  of  the  time,  and  a  declining 
proportion  of  the  population  whi.'K  may  be  considered 
"young  adults"  are  all  factors  which  will  have 
day  to  day  consequences  for  the  governmental 
operations  and  the  provision  and  planning  for 
community  and  public  facilities  in  the  community. 

If  there  are  few  young  adults  in  the  area 
there  will  be  few  births  and  the  population  will 
begin  to  decline  unless  people  now  living  outside 
of  the  County  continue  to  find  the  Dars  County 
Outer  Banks  Area  an  attractive  place  i  r;  which  to 
live.   The  absence  of  some  of  the  popui-itlon  for 
part  of  the  year,  as  well  as  a  continue  liy  declining 
proportion  of  the  population  that  might  be 
classified  in  the  age  groups  below  fiff.  ;r.i  years 
implies  certain  things  about  the  future   'mmunlty 
needs  and  operations  and  the  provision  of   ommunity 
facilities. 

Should  the  people  of  Dare  County  decide  that 
the  direction  of  the  trends  which  have  been 
Identified  should  be  changed,  then  enthusiastic 
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CHART   3  -  THE    POPULATION     OF     DARE     COUNTY     BY     AGE    AND    SEX     FOR     I960,   1970     AND    1980. 


public  action  and  governmental  policy  decisions 
will  be  necessary  to  provide  the  impetus  for  new 
directions  of  growth.   In  any  event,  to  stand  still 
is  to  go  backward.   The  people  of  Dare  County 
must  meet  their  future  with  forethought  and 
anticipation. 

An  examination  of  the  present  style  of  life 
of  the  residents  of  Dare  County  follows  in  order 
that  the  present  situation  be  more  clearly  pictured 
by  the  reader. 


3in  JO  aiAis     III 


CoraoiLinity  Planning  attempts  to  assist  a 
town's  citizens  m  making  qualitative  improvement);  in 
their  physical  and  social  environment.   It  is  this 
physical  and  social  environment  that  determines  the 
"kind"  or  "style"  or  life  of  an  area's  citizens. 
Evidea:e  concerning  a  community's  style  of  life 
may  be  gathered  through  a  comparative  analysis  of 
statistical  data  concerning  income,  education,  and 
housing.   The  following  section  of  the  report 
compares  the  adequacy  of  housing,  the  level  of 
income,  and  the  level  of  formal  educational  attain- 
ment of  Dare  County's  residents  with  those  of  the 
Seven  County  Coastal  Area  and  the  State  of  North 
Caro 1 ina . 

In  1949,  Dare  County's  median  family  income 
of  $1,641  was  among  r.he  one  hundred  >.o unties  in 
North  Carolina.   By  1959,  the  median  level  of  family 
Income  In  Dare  County  had  increased  to  S3, 226,  a 
dollar  value  increase  of  almost  ninety-seven  per 
cent  over  1949;  but  even  when  the  1949  figure  is 
inflated  to  dollars  of  1959  buying  powt- .  a  net 
gain  in  real  purchasing  power  of  more  thr-i  twelve 
hundred  dollars  Is  Indicated  during  the  drcade. 
Dare  County  moved  up  in  its  family  incoin,-  rank 
from  fifty-first  to  forty-seventh  and  rank-d 
thirty-third  in  rate  of  increase  in  the  l--el  of 
median  family  income.   Residents  in  Dare  County 
thus  moved  toward  increased  prosperity  at  9  faser 
rate  than  did  those  in  the  Seven  County  Coas'aJ 
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CHART  4-   SELECTED     CATEGORIES    OF 
FAMILY      INCOME,    DARE    COUNTY    1959. 
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CHART   5  -  SELECTED     CATEGORIES     OF 
FAMILY      INCOME  .SEVEN    COUNTY     COASTAL 
AREA  :    1959 


CHART  e  -  SELECTED    CATEGORIES     OF 
FAMILY    INCOME,  THE    STATE    OF    NORTH 
CAROLINA     1959 
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EDUCATION 


Area  and  in  the  State.   However,  the  median  family 
income  for  Dare  County  is  approximately  three 
hundred  dollars  less  than  that  for  the  State;  but 
there  are  not  proportionally  so  many  families  with 
incomes  of  less  than  $1,000  in  Dare  County  as  there 
are  in  the  State  as  a  whole. 

The  educational  attainment  of  a  population  is 
of  direct  significance  and  interest  to  prospective 
industrial  concerns  seeking  to  locate  in  an  area 
and  is  also  of  intangible  benefit  in  the  attraction 
of  visitors.   The  general  educational  level  of  a 
community  is  of  special  importance  to  individuals 
interested  in  the  retirement  possibilities  offered 
by  the  Dare  County  Outer  Banks  Area.   Moreover,  in 
a  more  intangible  fashion,  the  kind  of  entertain- 
ment provided  both  the  part  time  retirement  residents 
and  the  visitors  passing  through  the  area  from 
other  places  is  in  part  a  function  of  the  tastes 
and  cultural  acquaintance  of  the  residents  and 
business  proprietors. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  proportion  of  the 
population  enrolled  in  school   in  the  Seven  County 
Coastal  Area  is  higher  than  that  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  but  the  proportion  in  Dare  County 
is  less  than  that  in  the  State.   When  the  three 
areas  are  compared  with  regard  to  the  proportion 
of  those  individuals  who  are  enrolled  in  school  of 
any  kind,  it  is  noticed  that  the  highest  proportion 
of  students  enrolled  in  high  school  is  to  be  found 
in  Dare  County.   On  the  other  hand,  the  proportion 
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of  elementary  students  in  Date  County  exteeds  the 
State  proportion  of  the  population  enrolled  m 
elementary  school  and  is  approximately  equivalent 
to  the  proportion  of  sttj dents  in  this  lategory  in 
the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area.   (See  Table  7) 

T^ble  8,  Per  Cent  of  School  Grades  Completed: 
Adults  25  Years  of  Age  and  Over,  carries  this 
analysis  a  bit  further.   The  proportions  of  the 
population  who  have  completed  various  grade  levels 
is  given  for  each  of  the  areas  considered-   It  is 
noted  that  in  the   ase  of  the  elementary  school 
grades  in  the  Seven  County  Ci)astal  Area  and  also 
in  the  rural  areas  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
there  is  a  marked  difference  between  the  proportions 
of  individuals  who  have  completed  only  grades 
five  through  seven  and  the  proportion  of  individuals 
having  completed  the  eighth  grade.   This  difference 
may  be  attributed  to  necessity  imposed  by  financial 
conditions  for  children  of  this  age  t,    emain  at 
home  and  provide  either  incomes  or  ma r p  wer  on  the 
family  farm  or  in  some  other  family  erjoimic  endeavor. 
However,  this  difference  is  not  apparent   in  either 
Dare  County  or  in  the  urban  areas  of  th.  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

In  explaining  the  differences  which  have  been 
noted  it  is  well  to  remember  Chat  the  fir^t  table. 
Table  7,  refers  to  those  individuals  who  ^re 
presently  enrolled  in  school,  while  the  second  table, 
Table  8,  refers  to  those  who  have  completed  certain 
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grade  levels-   The  median  edutdrional  attainmeni 
of  Dare  County  adults  is  *bout  ten  years,  weLl 
above  medians  of  about  nine  y^ars  for  adults  in 
rhe  State  of  North  Carolina  and  in  the  Seven  County 
Coastal  Area.   About  one  per  .ent  of  the  population 
twenf  ^f^- f  i  ve  years  of  age  and  over  have  completed  no 
yearb  of  school  compared  with  three  per  cent  in  both 
the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  and  the  State  of 
North  Carolina.   Larger  proportions  of  the  population 
of  Dare  County  have  completed  each  grade  level  than 
is  the  case  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area. 

In  summary,  differences  are  noted  in  educational 
attainment  when  Dare  County,  the  Seven  County  Coastal 
Area,  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina  are  compared. 
These  differences  are  a  function  of  the  higher 
financial  resources  of  the  Dare  County  residents. 
Additionally,  many  of  these  adults  may  well  have 
completed  their  formal  education  before  becoming 
residents  of  Dare  County. 

In  general,  the  housing  data  whici  to  llow 
substantiates  the  notions  that  have  b e ^ n  put  forth 
as  necessary  corroborations  of  the  premi-  that  has 
been  stated;  that  is,  that  Dare  Cuunty  r^  fast 
becoming  an  area  for  summer  vacationers  w -,  o  are 
part  time  residents  and  for  retirement  r;ijdents. 

Study  of  Table  9,  Housing  Cha  r  a  c  t  er  i '^  i  c  s 
by  Tenure,  Color,  and  Condition  of  Struttu't-  for 
Dare  County  and  Other  Selected  Areas:   19t->'  .  and 
Table  10,  Miscellaneous  Housing  Character!  '^t'cs 
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Table  9--H0USING  CHARACTERISTICS  BY  TENURE   COLOR  AND  CONDITION  OF  STRUCTURE  FOR 
DARE  COUNTY  AND  OTHER  SELECTED  AREAS   1960 


All  Housing  Units 
Owner  Occupied 

White 

Nonwh  i  t e 
Renter  Occupied 

White 

Nonwhi  t e 
Condi  ti  on 

Total  Units 

S  ound 

Deteriorating 

D  i lapi  da  ted 
Nonwhite  Housing 

Total  Units 

S  ound 

Deteriorating 

Di lapi  dated 


250 , 328  18.9 

103 ,132  41.2 

85 ,446  34  .  1 

61  , 750  24  .  7 
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lina 

C 

Nur 

Seven 

;oa  s  ta 

C 

il 
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1 
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3  6.2 
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86.8 

11 
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1 
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13.2 

3 
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23  .  4 
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7  .  3 

480. 

084 

36.  3 

8 

,838 

29  .  4 

362 

8  .  9 

325  ; 

239 

67.  7 

5 

,381 

60.  9 

351 

97  .0 

154  , 
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36.  3 

3 

,457 

39  .  1 

11 

3.0 

1,322,893 

-- 
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-- 
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-- 

923  ,063 
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6.5 
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,  1 
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.  6 
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2.9 
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,422 

34 

.  2 

64 

54.7 

2 

,673 

37  , 

,  7 

35 

29  .  9 

1  , 

,997 

28  , 

,  1 

18 

15.4 
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for  Dare  County  and  Other  Selected  Areas:   1960, 
Indicates  that  there  are  mote  owner  occupied 
housing  units  than  renter  occupied  housing  units  In 
Dare  County.   Additionally,  most  of  these  housing 
units,  both  renter  and  owner  oc'upled,  are  occupied 
by  whine  rather  than  nonwhite  residents,   A  very 
large  proportion  of  these  housing  units  are  in 
sound  londition. 

Distinct  differences  are  noted  when  the  Seven 
County  Coastal  Area  is  compared  to  Dare  County, 
Twice  as  many  houses  in  Dare  County  as  in  the  Seven 
County  Coastal  Area  are  neither  owner  occupied  not 
rented  but  are  found  to  be  vacant. 

One  other  comparison  seems  relevant:   there 
are  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  four  times 
as  many  housing  units  that  are  in  nesd  of  substantial 
repair,  or  that  were  classified  by  census  enumerators 
in  April  of  I960  as  dilapidated. 

All  of  these  differences,  while  n-    prov/ing 
statements  that  have  been  made  regarding  the  nature 
of  the  Dare  County  Area  as  a  growing  ret'ige  for 
tourists  and  travelers,  certainly  tend  1-;  the  right 
direction  and  provide  corroboration. 

Table  11,  Miscellaneous  Housing  Chat.cteristics: 
Dare  County,  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Are^  and  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  presents  data  on  Housing 
Vacancy,  and  the  Value  of  Owner  Occupied  and  Renter 
Occupied  Housing  Units.   The  contrasts  between 
Dare  County  and  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  and 
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Table  10---RES  I  DENTIA  L  MOBILITY 


Dare  Coun  t_y 
Numbe  r   Perce nt 


Seven  County 

C  oas  tal  A r  ea 

Numbe  r Perce n  t 


Population  5  years 
old  and  over 


Same  house  in 

1955  as  in  1960 


Different  house  In 
U.S.  in  1960 


S  arae  county  in 

1955  as  in  1960 


Different  county 


Same  State  in  1955 
as  in  1960 


Different  State 
Abr  oad 


Moved  residence  in  1955 
not  reported 


3 ,204  59  .  9 

2 ,025  37  ,  9 

990  18  ,  5 

1 ,035  19  .  4 

307  5  .  7 

728  13.6 

29  .  5 


47 , 336  59  ,  4 

31,610  39.7 

22  ,  247  27  .  9 

9  ,  363  11.8 

3,531  4.4 

4  ,  545  5  .  7 

273  0  .  3 

433  0 , 5 
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Taoie      L  L"-  MISC  ELLANEOIjS     HObSLNG     C  H  yiR  AC  TER  I  ST  I C  S        DARE    COUNT-t     AND    OTHER     SELECTED    AREAS 


North,  Carolina 
Num b  e_r  P  e  r  c  e n  t_ 


Seven  County 

Cj3a.s  t  a  1  A  r  e  8_ 

Number   P_eri,ent 


Year  Round 
Sound  or 
Deteriorat  >  ng 

Available  for 
Sale  Only 
Rent 

Held  for  0  ■- .;  a  s  s  i  o  n  a  1 

Use 
Held  lor  Otr.  er 

Reasons 
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Renter  0  c  c  u  p  e  d 

Less  than  $20,00 
$20.00  to  $?9.00 
$40  00  to  $5  9.00 
$60,00  to  $/9  00 
$80:00  to  $9-300 
$  100  ,00  to  $119,00 
$120,00  or  More 
Median  Rent  (in  $) 
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between  Dare  County  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
are  marked  and  In  the  expected  direttions,  given 
the  assumptions  which  have  been  made. 

In  the  State  of  North  Carolina  three-fourths 
of  the  vacant  housing  units  are  vacant  on  a  whole- 
year  basis,  but  only  seventeen  per  cent  of  the 
vacant  housing  units  in  Dare  County  were  vacant  for 
a  whole  year.   Therefore,  in  Dare  County  approximately 
eighty-three  per  cent  of  the  vacant  housing  units 
may  be  so  classified.   It  was  asserted  that  such 
vacationism  and  short  term  tourist  visitation  would 
rank  this  County  especially  high  m  the  proportion 
of  seasonal  residents  (and  of  course  seasonally 
vacant  housing  units),  and  this  visitation,  insofar 
as  the  "taking~up"  of  residence  in  an  area  is 
concerned,  has  brought  larger  numbers  of  individuals 
Into  Dare  County  from  out  of  the  State-   This  is 
Indicated  in  Table  10,  Residential  Mobility.   Thus 
a  greater  number  of  individuals  have  moved  into 
Dare  County  from  out  of  the  State  than  have  on  the 
average  moved  into  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area 
from  outside  of  North  Carolina. 

Rents  are  higher  in  Dare  County  than  for  the 
State,  as  expected;  for  when  an  owner  can  count  on 
receiving  rent  only  part  of  a  year,  there  is  a 
natural  inclination  to  increase  the  amount  of 
rental  which  is  charged.   As  Table  10  shows,  the 
median  level  of  rent  paid  for  rented  housing  is 
some  twenty-five  dollars  higher  in  Dare  County 
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ihan  in  both  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  and  the 
State-   While  in  some  respects  the  Dare  County 
Outer  Banks  Area  has  seemed  very  similar  to  the 
Seven  County  Coastal  Area  on  various  measures 
that  we  have  utilized  in  this  analysis,  on  this 
particular  measure --rental  fees-^there  is  a 
significant  difference.   One  might  suggest  here 
that  this  difference  is  merely  an  indication  of 
the  popularity  of  the  Dare  County  Outer  Banks 
Area  relative  to  the  remainder  of  the  Seven  County 
Coastal  Area  and  the  extent  to  which  the  Dare 
County  Area  has  developed  as  a  commercial  tourist 
area. 
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IV       ECONOMY 


EMPLOYMENT 


The  dynamics  of  population  -Jiid  tho  dynamir.  s 
of  Che  e-.nnomy  are  related  through  the  individual 
—  his  1  nt  orae  and  ia':jmf  produ'  ing  etfoits.   A 
few  important  pojnt)  perhaps  deserve  some  emphasis. 
The  age  group  fourteen  years  of  age  and  older  is 
usually  considered  available  for  employment.   Many 
of  these  people,  h.iwever,  are  not  in  the  labor 
force  because  of  school  attendance,  institutional- 
ization, retirement,  home-making,  and  a  variety  of 
other  factors.   One  notes  for  example  in  Dare 
County  the  labor  for  re  constitutes  only  forty- 
three  per  'ent  of  those  fourteen  years  of  age  and 
older,  while  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  the 
labor  force  makes  up  about  farty- eight  per  rent  of 
those  fourteen  years  of  age  and  older.   Additionally, 
while  there  are  proportionally  fewer  people  in  the 
labor  force  in  Dare  County  than  in  the  Seven  County 
Coastal  Area  the  proportion  of  the  civilian  labor 
force  which  was  employed  in  Dare  County  in  I960 
exceeded  the  proportion  of  the  civilian  labor  force 
in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  which  was  employed. 

Moreover,  the  proportion  of  the  civilian  labor 
force  finding  employment  as  "private  wage  and 
salary  workers"  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area 
exceeds  the  proportion  of  workers  in  this  category 
in  Dare  County  (when  Dare  County  is  subtracted 
from  the  Seven  County  Area,  there  is  a  difference 
of  12%).   At  the  same  time,  the  proportion  of 
workers  finding  employment  as  "government  workers," 
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OCCUPATIONAL  GROUPS  IN 
THE  LABOR  FORCE 


"self  employed  workers,"  and   'unpaid  family  wiikers" 
in  Dare  County  exceeds  the  proportion  of  the 
population  so  '.  lassified  in  the  Seven  County 
Coastal  Area  (when  Dare  County  is  omitted  from  the 
Seven  County  Area,  there  is  a  difference  of  32%). 
Addirionally,  one  notes  that  the  proportion  of 
unemployed  individuals  not  in  the  labor  force  in 
Dare  County  exceeds  the  proportion  of  individuals 
not  in  the  civilian  labor  force  in  the  remaining 
six  counties  of  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  by 
twenty-two  per  cent  Csee  Table  12,  Employed  and 
Unemployed  in  Dare  County), 

The  relative  proportions  of  the  labor  force 
engaged  in  various  occupational  groups  in  Dare 
County,  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area,  and  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  are  summarized  in  Chart  7, 
The  Labor  Force  in  Each  Occupational  Group  for 
Dare  County  and  Other  Selected  Areas:   1960. 
Chart  7  shows  that  there  is  a  relativ--  small 
proportion  of  the  labor  force  in  Dare  tjnty  in 
farming;  that  is,  in  either  the  categorv  "farmers 
and  farm  managers"  or  in  the  category  "r,,rm  laborers 
and  farm  foremen."   Moreover,  there  are   n  Dare 
County  few  workers  in  the  category  "oper^rives." 
Both  of  these  categories  represent  aspeci  of 
economic  production  in  which  the  State  o!  North 
Carolina  is  unusually  strong.   North  Carolina  is 
noted  as  a  leading  agricultural  state  and  as  a 
leader  in  the  production  of  textile  products.   The 
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Table  1 2---EMPL0YED  AND  UNEMPLOYED  IN  DARE  COUNTY;   1960 


Persons  14  Years 
Of  Age  and  Over 


Civilian  Labor  Force 
Employed 


Private  Wage  8t 
Salary  Wor  ker  s 


Dar  e  County 
_N  u  m  b  e  r P  e  r  c  e  n  t 

4  ,  379 
1  .  863 
1  ,  772 


853 
353 


Government  Workers 

Sel f -Emp loy ed  Workers   556 

Unpaid  Family  Workers    26 

Not  in  Civilian  Labor 
Force  2 , 308 

I nma  t e  of  an 

Institution  7 

Enrolled  in  School  396 

Other,  Less  Than  65  1.359 

Other,  Over  65  546 

Unemployed  91 

As  %    of  Civilian 

Labor  Force  -- 

As  %  of  Those  14  and 

Ove r  -- 


00 
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.  1 

48 
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3\ 
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14  . 
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17  .  2 
58  .  9 
23  .  7 


SeT.eP  County 
Coastal  Area 
Number Percent 


61,431  100,0 
29,636  48:2 
28,094        94,8 

59  .  5 

13.4 

19  ,  9 

2.  0 

100,0 

0  .  7 
21  .  9 
57  .  5 
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CHART   7-    THE     LABOR    FORCE    IN     EACH     OCCUPATIONAL 
SELECTED     AREAS!    I960 


GROUP  FOR  DARE  COUNTY  AND  OTHER 
^^^H  DARE  COUNTY 
I  I    SEVEN   COUNTY    COASTAL  AREA 

I  I    STATE  OF  NORTH    CAROLINA 


PROFESSIOWW. 

FOHEMdN 

MANAGERS 

CLERICAL 

SALES 

TECHNICAL    ft 

a   FARW 

OFFICIALS 

&  KINDRED 

WORKERS 

KINDRED 

MANAGERS 

a 

WORKERS 

WORKERS 

PROPRIETORS 

CRAFTSMEN  OPERATIVES  PRIVATE 

FOREMEN  a  KINDRED  HOLEEHOLD 

SKINDRED  WORKERS  WORKERS 
VVORKERS 


SERVICE 

FARM 

LABORERS 

WORKERS 

LABORERS 

(EXCEPT  FARM 

a  FOREMEN 

a  MINE) 

INDUSTRY  GROUPS  AND 
THE  LABOR  FORCE 


Sevtn  County  Cias':-)!  Atd-i,  white  having  i  iub- 
stanriai  ptiportlon  of  ics  labor  force  engaged 
in  the  c  otegory  "op.?r3tive4,"  'generally  semi- 
skilled workers)  has  an  extremely  large  proportion 
of  its  lab;jr  for-;. «;  engaged  In  farming. 

Relatively  large  pro  portion  5  of  trhe  labor 
force  in  Dare  County  are  in  the  ^^tegoties 
"managerT,  offi'  ials,  and  p r op r i e r ot s , "  "craftsmen, 
foremen  and  kindred  workers,"  and  in  the  category 
"service  workers,  excluding  private  household 
workers." 

Thus,  while  it  seems  obvious  from  the  fore- 
going analysis  that  the  labor  f  ori-.e  in  Dare  County 
does  n_)t  find  employment  el 'her  in  farming  or  in 
manu  f  a  ,  far  i  ng  ,  there  does  seem  to  be  s  i  gn  i  f  i. '.a  ni: 
proportions  of  the  lab  ^r  for.:e  engaged  in  "managing' 
and  "servicing."   These  aspects  iif  the  economy, 
bec-ause  they  are  connected  rather  intimately  with 
the  provi-sion  of  setvj'';es  to  a  consumer,  will  be 
referred  to  as  the  "Service  Aspect"  of  :ie  economy- 
It  is  this  aspect  of  the  economy  which  1^  Dare 
County's  strong  point. 

Another  kind  of  comparison  of  work  f-tivities 
is  possible.   The  foregoing  analysis  f"  u.ed  on 
what  type  of  work  people  do-   Chart  8,  I'l 
Proportions  of  the  Lab^r  For;e  Engaged  in  Various 
Types  of  Industries  in  Dare  County  and  Oth^r 
Selected  Areas:    I960,  h.jwever,  examines  i  o  r    whom 
or  for  what  kind  of  place  of  business  people  are 
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CHARTS  -  THE    PROPORTIONS     OF    THE    LABOR    FORCE    ENGAGED    IN    VARIOUS     TYPES     OF    INDUSTRIES 
IN      DARE     COUNTY     AND     OTHER     SELECTED     AREAS;    I960. 


I    DARE  COUNTY 

]  SEVEN  COUNTY  COASTAL  AREA 
STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


AGRICULTURE 


employed.   The  outstanding  facts  are  as  follows: 
1)   There  are  relatively  large  numbers  of  Individuals 
engaged  in  work  having  to  do  with  "forestry  and 
fisheries"  in  Dare  County,    2)   There  are  relatively 
large  numbers  of  people  involved  in  "construction," 
in  "retail  trade"  and  the  "service  aspects"  of  the 
economy.   3)   There  are  few  individuals  engaged 
in  manufacturing  in  Dare  County.   Forestry  and 
fisheries  is  a  category  all  to  itself  and,  of  course, 
is  a  category  in  which  the  work  is  seasonal  in 
nature.   However,  closer  analysis  shows  that  this 
work  category,  while  attracting  considerable 
numbers  of  Dare  County  workers,  has  not  had  the 
growth  that  either  "construction,"  "retail  trade" 
or  the  "service  aspects"  of  the  economy  has  had 
over  the  last  twenty  years.   This  is  indicated  in 
Table  13,  Growth  in  Selected  Industrial  Groups: 
1940  to  1960. 

With  the  exception  of  forestry  and  fisheries, 
the  work  groups  that  are  considered  in  Table  13  may 
all  be  related  to  increase  in  population — perhaps 
an  influx  of  tourists  and  retirement  visitors. 
Construction  of  new  homes,  motels,  etc.,  and  sales 
of  goods  and  services  would  all  be  demanded  by 


Actually  the  category  as  given  in  the  Chart  8 
is  "agriculture,  forestry  and  fisheries."   How- 
ever, only  twenty-five  of  the  two  hundred  eighty 
people  in  this  category  are  in  agriculture. 
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Table  13-=GR0WTH  IN  SELECTED  INDUSTRIAL  GROUPS.    i940  to  i960 


Industry  Group 


Forestry  and 
Fisheries 

Construction 

Retail  Trade 

S  ervl ces 


Number  of 
Workers 
1940 


42  3 
83 
87 
70 


Number  o  f 

Workers 

1960 


280 
234 
288 
411 


Change  in 
Numb  e  r  of 
Workers . 
19  40  to  19  60 


-143 
+  151 
+  201 
+  341 


Per  Cent 

Change  in 

the  Number 

of  Workers 

19  40  to  19  60 


-51.1 
+181.2 

+2  3  1,0 
+487 , 1 


this  kind  of  incoming  population. 
WEEKS  WORKED  One  more  bit  of  evidence  is  available  that 

may  be  helpful  in  documenting  the  nature  of 
employment  in  Dare  County.   Information  is 
presented  below  in  Table  14,  Weeks  Worked:   1959, 
that  indicates  quite  positively  that  the  majority 
of  Dare  County's  workers  worked  only  part  of  the 
year  in  1959. 

Table  14 — WEEKS  WORKED:   1959 

Weeks  Worked:   1959     Number  Working 


50  to  52  weeks  1 , 147 

48  to  49  weeks  70 

40  to  47  weeks  240 

27  to  39  weeks  354 

14  to  26  weeks  330 

13  weeks  or  less  345 


p 

er  ( 

3  ent 

w 

o  r  k 

ing 

46 

.  1 

2 

.8 

9 

.6 

15 

.2 

13 

.3 

14 

.2 

Total  -  All  Weeks:   1959   2,486  100.0 

The  median  number  of  weeks  worked  in  1959 
by  Dare  County  workers  was  forty-five  weeks,  while 
the  mean  number  of  weeks  worked  by  Dare  County 
workers  during  this  year  was  approximately 
thirty-seven  weeks.   The  fact  that  the  mean  (or 
arithetic  average)  number  of  weeks  worked  was 
less  than  the  median  number  of  weeks  worked  is 
an  indication  of  a  disproportionately  large  number 
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of  workers  working  I  <>  s  .->  than  rhe  f  ;)  r  f;y- f  i  v  e  weeks 
indicated  as  the  raedidn  numher    Thus,  while  it  is 
true  that  approximately  fifty  per  i-ent  of  the  Dare 
County  workers  who  worked  in  1959   worked  more 
than  forty-five  weeks,  it  is  also  true  that  forty- 
thre.  per  cent  of  Dare  County's  workers  worked 
less  than  thirty-seven  weeks.   Additionally,  the 
fact  that  this  number  of  Dare  County  workers 
worked  for  only  this  period  of  time  is  not  a 
function  of  unemployment.   For,  although  it  is 
true  that  a  similar  kind  of  analysis  of  the  Seven 
County  Coastal  Area  indicates  a  greater  proportion 
of  workers  in  the  "13  week  or  less"  category, 
there  are  also  high  rates  of  unemployment  in  the 
Seven  County  Area. 

Thus,  while  there  are  approximately  equal 
numbers  of  workers  in  both  the  Seven  County  area 
and  in  Dare  County  who  have  worked  less  than 
thirty-nine  weeks,  the  proportion  working  thirteen 
weeks  in  the  Seven  County  Area  is  twice  rhat 
proportion  working  thirteen  weeks  or  less  in  Dare 
County.   On  the  other  hand  in  the  categories 
twenty-seven  to  thirty-nine  weeks  and  fc  irteen  to 
twenty-six  weeks,  the  Dare  County  propor'^ions 
exceed  the  Seven  County  Area  proportions  'see 
Table  B  in  the  Appendix), 

Many  of  those  workers  working  only  a  part  of 
the  time  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  are 
unemployed,  while  the  numbers  of  workers  working 
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only  a  portion  of  the  year  in  Dare  County  are  a 
function  of  the  service  orientation  of  the 
economy . 

There  are  a  variety  of  small  manufacturing 
firms  located  in  Dare  County,  including  three 
industries  concerned  with  the  preparation  of 
food  products,  two  industries  connected  with  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  or  wood  products,  one 
concern  connected  with  the  production  of  pottery 
or  related  products,  and  a  printing  plant.   All 
of  these  firms  are  rather  small,  no  firm  employing 
in  1960  more  than  fifty  workers.   Thus  the  major 
emphasis  in  the  following  report  will  be  given  to 
retail  sales  and  "tourists."   Although  tourism 
has  its  major  economic  effect  as  retail  sales,  it 
is  especially  the  latter  in  its  many  aspects  that 
seems  important  to  Dare  County. 

In  order  that  more  information  regarding 
this  particularly  important  aspect  of  the  Dare 
County  economy  would  be  available  in  late  July, 
a  "Tourist  Survey"  was  undertaken.   In  large 
part  the  information  derived  through  this  survey 
provides  the  data  on  which  the  following  portion 
of  the  report  is  based. 

Travel  activities  bulk  large  in  the  North 
Carolina  economy.    The  needs  of  people  traveling 


Much  of  the  following  was  abstracted  from  1940, 
1960,  and  1961  studies  of  the  North  Carolina 
Tourist  Industry  by  Lewis  Copeland,  entitled 
Tourists  and  the  Travel-Serving  Industry  in 
North  Carolina. 
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Tourism  in  North  Caiollna 


away     from  home  has  created  an  imporr^nt.  marker  fnt 
North  Cdroilnd  commet-e  and  industry.   in  1961, 
four  hundred  and  twenty-three  million  dollars 
was  spent  in  North  Carolina  by  all  in- state  and 
out-of-state  travelers.   This  amounted  to  forty- 
eight  per  cent  of  the  aggregate  sales  and  receipts 
of  the  business  firms  serving  travelers  and 
transporting  passengers.   Moreover,  this  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  million  dollar  travel 
and  transport  business  comprised  approximately 
eighteen  per  cent  of  the  five  billion  dollar 
retail  trade  in  the  State  in  1960.   Retail 
business,  in  turn,  constituted  more  than  twenty 
per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  the  entire  economic 
output  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  this 
year  . 

Tourists  are  important  to  the  economy  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  because  like  all  travelers, 
they  are  consumers  moving  through  the  S  i- a  t  e  . 
Commercial  enterprise  must  serve  the  mdjor  part 
of  their  needs.   It  is  the  need  for  the  provision 
of  this  service  which  creates  more  than  eight  per 
cent  of  the  State's  retail  business  and  ijnks 
"tourism"  the  third  most  important  indu^:  y  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

The  various  sections  of  North  Carolnri  share 
in  travel  and  the  various  retail  businesses  that 
thrive  on  the  traveling  consumer.   All  parts  of 
the  State  have  parks,  historical  sites,  and  other 
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TRENDS  IN  LOCAL  TOURISM 


natural  tourist  attractions.   Likewise,  all  parts 
of  the  State  are  traversed  by  buses  and  highways 
along  which  about  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the 
tourist  traffic  moves.   Each  county  has  filling 
stations,  automobile  service  places,  restaurants, 
motels,  hotels  and  other  lodging  places  which 
capture  part  of  the  tourist  dollar. 

In  just  ten  years,  from  1948  to  1958,  Dare 
County  hotels,  motels,  automotive,  and  other 
selected  services  experienced  a  boom  in  business, 
increasing  in  receipts  from  $512,000  in  1948  to 
$1,078,000  in  1954  and  to  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  Dare  County  had  only  0.133%  of  the 
1950  State  population  and  0.1307.  in  1960.   But 
the  County's  proportion  of  State  selected  services 
receipts  was  greater--0.2807o  of  the  State  in 
1948,  0.3517.  in  1954,  and  0.4207.  in  1958.   In 
other  words.  Dare  County's  population  was  a 
rather  stable  proportion  of  the  State  total,  but 
services  gained  so  heavily  that  by  1958  they  were 
more  than  triple  their  share  according  to  population. 

According  to  the  1960  Copeland  study  of  tourism. 
Dare  County  t ra ve 1- s e r vi ng  businesses  had  sales 
of  $1,864,000,  0.2307.  of  the  State  total,  and  the 
395  proprietors  and  employees  in  111  firms  had 
$662,000  personal  income  in  1960.   Figures  from  the 
preceding  paragraph  are  not  directly  comparable, 
for  they  included  nontourist  business  and  repair 
services,  and  the  t ra ve  1- s e rv ing  businesses  of 
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THE  DARE  COUNTY  TOURIST  SURVEY 


Copeland's  study  Inr.luded  retail  firms  su'-h  as 
eating  plates  and  gasoline  service  stations  not 
included  above  in  selected  services. 

The  total  incomes  of  all  1960  Dare  residents 
amounted  to  $6,860,000,  0.1207„  of  the  State  and 
some  eight  per  cent  below  Staie  per  capita  levels. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area 
was  twenty-five  per  cent  below  the  State  income 
level-   Dare  County  in  1958  was  •seven  per  cent 
above  State  per  capita  retail  expenditures,  while 
the  total  Seven  County  Area  was  eleven  per  cent 
below  State  levels.   And  selected  services  in 
Dare  County  were  223%  above  State  per  capita 
levels,  while  the  Seven  County  Area  was  21 7o 
below  State  levels. 

Clearly  Dare  County  stands  out  from  its  area 
as  a  major  concentration  of  tourism  and  travel- 
serving  businesses,  and  this  concentration  is 
fast  expanding  and  becoming  the  single  economic 
base  for  the  County.   Planning  for  the  iuture, 
then,  must  give  prime  consideration  to  r^ie  County's 
attractiveness  to  tourists,  rather  than  'o 
attraction  of  manufacturing  or  other  iadu-tries. 

Census  data  give  aggregate  informati  in  about 
the  economic  role  of  the  tourist  traveler'  In  an 
area.   Yet  questions  occur  which  seem  pertinent 
but  for  which  no  available  answer  can  be  riund 
in  the  standard  statistical  sour'es.   In  rtie 
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SURVEY  FINDINGS 


attempt  to  provide  answers  to  just  these  kinds 
of  questions  it  was  decided  to  survey  a  sample 
of  the  tourists  actually  making  use  of  the  Dare 
County  Outer  Banks  Area. 

The  survey  was  designed  to  interview  the 
tourist  travelers  as  they  departed  from  the  County 
by  the  only  three  public  routes,  U.  S.  6  4-264, 
U.  S.  158,  and  the  ferry  from  Ocracoke  Island. 
Because  of  the  duration  of  the  trip  all  tourists 
on  the  Ocracoke  Ferry  could  be  interviewed,  but 
on  direct  highway  routes,  sampling  was  necessary. 
Times  of  day  were  selected  for  the  initial  inter- 
view after  study  of  State  Highway  traffic  volume 
records  on  these  two  highways.   After  an  initial 
interview  every  Nth  car  was  stopped.   The  interval 
between  cars  was  a  function  of  the  length  of  time 
of  the  previous  interview  and  approached  a  constant 
duration  of  minutes.   Thus  it  should  be  made  plain 
that  this  sample  is  random  from  the  pre-selected 
hour  and  day  of  the  initial  interview.   The 
sample  cannot  be  used  to  obtain  precisely  the 
average  number  of  visitors  per  day,  per  week,  or 
per  summer,  but  the  picture  obtained  of  tourist 
travelers  should  be  representative  of  all  tourists 
one  is  likely  to  see   in  mid-summer  in  Dare  County. 

The  most  heavily  traveled  days  for  people 
leaving  Dare  County  are  the  three  days  of  the 
weekend;  Saturdays  were  the  most  heavily  traveled 
at  the  time  of  our  sample.   Most  of  the  tourists 
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interviewed  in  the  Dare  County  Tourist  Survey, 
held  in  the  last  four  days  of  July  and  in  three 
days  early  in  August,  were  found  to  be  traveling 
between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  in  the 
morning  and  had  made  their  visit  to  the  County 
for  the  purposes  of  vacationing,  sightseeing, 
or  recreation.   While  most  interviews  were 
obtained  on  U.  S.  158  as  respondents  left  the 
County  (330  interviews),  a  substantial  number 
of  travelers  were  interviewed  on  U.  S.  64-264  (283) 
A  much  smaller  number  of  tourists  were  interviewed 
aboard  the  ferry  going  from  Ocracoke  Island  to 
the  mainland  (see  the  tables  on  the  following 
page)  . 

Most  of  Dare  County's  visitors  are  old 
friends,  for  almost  fifty-four  per  cent  of  the 
travelers  interviewed  indicated  that  their  reason 
for  returning  to  the  Dare  County  Outer  Banks  Area 
was  that  they  had  visited  the  County  previously. 
Moreover,  the  frequency  with  which  the  visitors 
to  Dare  County  return  to  the  County  is  striking 
evidence  that  the  attractiveness  of  the  area  for 
the  vacationer  is  persistent.   While  sliglirly 
more  than  one-third  of  those  interviewed  indicated 
that  the  current  trip  was  their  first  venture 
into  the  area,  almost  an  equal  number  of  travelers 
indicated  that  they  had  visited  the  area  foar  or 
more  t Imes . 
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Table  i5-~DA*  OT  WEEK  Or  INTERVIEW 

Day  Number    Pe r  c  e  n  t 

Friday  210       3  3.4 

Saturday  23e  37 o 5  Table  18--TIME  OF  INTERVIEW 

Sunday  167        26.6  ,_^_ 

Monday  16         2.5 Time    Nu  m  b  e  r ^o  f I,n-t_e_r  Y 1  e  ws   Percent. 

41       '         6.5 
All  Days  629       100.0  9  00  99  15.7 

144  22.9 

106  16.9 

TaDle  16-~M0NTH  OF  INTERVIEW  12:00  130  20.7 

9  9  15.7 

10  1.6 


Time 

-  8: 

00 

9 

00 

10 

00 

11 

00 

12: 

:  00 

=  1: 

00 

2; 

;  00 

3, 

00 

Month  and  Day  Number  of  Percent              3.00                0 

I  nt  ervi  ew  s  ___, 

July       --  312  --            All  Times             629             100,0 

27th            57  9.1 

28th           124  19.7 

2v)th           115  18.3 

?Otf,             16  2.5  Table  i9-  =  PURP0SE  OF  VISIT  TO  DARE  COUNTy 


August 


3rd  153  24.3         .___ 

4th  112  17.8         Purpose  of  Number  of      Percent  of 

5th  52  8.3  Visit     Visitors Visitors 


Total  All  Days   629 


Table  17--LOCATION  OF  INTERVIEW  Relatives  20  3.2 

1.4 
Place  Number  of         Percent        Through  Trip  8  1.3 

0,5 


Purposeof            Num 

ber  of 

Visit               V 1 

si  tors 

Vacationj  Sightsee 

and  R  e  •  r  e  a  t  i  o  n 

346 

Fish 

29 

See  Lost  Colony  Pa  gen* 

14 

Visit  Friends  or 

Relatives 

20 

Business 

9 

Through  Trip 

8 

Other 

3 

86  8 
4.  6 
2.2 


US  64  &,  264 

US  158  330  52o5         All  Purposes 

Ocracoke  Ferry 

All  Places  Total 
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It  is  pertinent  that  large  proportions  of 
visitors  were  given  information  about  the  Dare 
County  Area  by  their  friends  and  relatives  or 
had  read  about  the  area.   (See  Table  24)   Most 
of  Dare  County's  visitors  came  from  North  Carolina 
(but  not  from  other  coastal  areas)  and  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  most  travelers  interviewed 
were  going  to  places  within  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  or  to  places  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  visits  of  most  of  the  travelers  inter- 
viewed in  Dare  County  lasted  three  days  with 
second  popularity  going  to  stays  of  a  week  or  more. 
Of  those  visitors  who  remained  overnight,  most 
travelers  stayed  in  the  Town  of  Nags  Head  (42.0%) 
in  motels.   The  second  most  popular  community 
with  tourists  spending  the  night  on  the  Outer 
Banks  was  the  community  of  Kill  Devil  Hills 
(17 7o).   The  second  most  popular  type  of  tourist 
accommodation  (not  necessarily  of  those  spending 
only  one  night  in  the  area)  was  the  rented 
cottage  or  apartment.   This  finding  is  perhaps 
a  function  of  the  fact  that  the  two  most  popular 
kinds  of  visits  on  the  part  of  those  travelers 
interviewed  in  this  survey  were  the  short-time 
visit  of  three  days  and  the  visit  of  seven  days 
or  more . 

The  median  amount  of  money  spent  by  tourists 
while  in  the  Outer  Banks-Dare  County  Area  was 
$90.55  per  party .   From  the  figures  presented 
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Table    20--RRS1DENT    STATE    OF     DRIVER    OF    TOURfST    VE-llCLE'' 


Number    o  t 
Driver-^ 


f er    Cent 


North    Carolina 

Coast    and    Coastal    Plains 
Remainder    of    State 

Virginia 

Ma  ry land 

P  ennsy 1 va  n  ia 

Ohio 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Tennessee 

Washington,  D,  C- 

F lor  i  da 

South  Carolina 

De lawa  re 

Georgia 

Ind  iana 

Kentucky 

Massachusetts 

West  Virginia 

Michigan 

Missouri 

Kansa  s 

Connec  t  icu  t 

Illinois 

Ok  la  homa 

Mississippi 

A  rkansa  s 

Ca 1 i  f ornia 

On ta  r  io  ,  Ca  na  da 


203 


94 
109 


(100.0) 
(  46.3) 
(  53.7) 


169 

44 

37 

32 

16 

23 

9 

11 

7 

4 

1 

4 

5 

15 

2 

10 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

4 


27, 
7, 
6. 
5. 
2. 
3. 
1, 
1, 
1. 
0. 
0. 
0. 


0.8 


Total  All  Places 


614 


Not  applicable  in  15  cases. 
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Table  21- 


■LENGTH  OF  TIME  PARTY  VISITED  THE  DARE  COUNTY 
OUTER  BANKS  AREA* 


Time 


Few  Hours  to  One  Day 
( not  over ni  gh t ) 

Two  Days 
( overni  ght ) 

Three  Days 

Four  Days 

Five  Days 

Six  Days 

Seven  Day  s 
(or  longer ) 


20 

3  .3 

188 

30.6 

97 

15.8 

44 

7.2 

27 

4.4 

175 

28.5 

63 

10.2 

Total 


Not  applicable  in  .15  cases, 


46  - 


Table  22.~THE  DESTINATSON  STATE  OF  DRIVER  TOURISTS^ 


Stale 


N  J  t  r  h  Carolina 

Coast  and  Coastal  Plains 
Remainder  of  State 

Virginia 


Ma  ry land 

Pennsy 1 va  nia 

Ohio 

New  Jersey 

N ew  York 

Tennessee 

Washington,  D   ( 

Florida 

South  Carolina 

De 1 awa  re 

Georgia 

ind  ia  na 

Kentucky 

Massachusetts 

West  Virginia 

Michigan 

Kansa  s 

Illinois 

Oklahoma 

Mississippi 

Ontar  io ,  Canada 


N  u  m  b  e 
Dr  1  V 

r   -f 

Per  Ci 

f  '1 1 

271 

44.  1 

(100.0 

s 

147 

54,2 

124 

45  8 

196 

31,9 

35 

5.7 

20 

3,3 

15 

2.4 

8 

1,3 

5 

0.8 

7 

1,  1 

8 

1.3 

4 

0,7 

10 

1=6 

2 

0o3 

5 

0  8 

1 

0,2 

8 

V.3 

5 

0,8 

6 

i  ,0 

1 

0,2 

2 

0.3 

1 

0.2 

1 

0.2 

1 

0.2 

2 

Oc3 

Tota  1 


614 


Not  applicable  in  15  cases, 


Table  23--THE  FREQUENCY  OF  TOURIST  VISITS  TO  THE  DARE 
COUNTY  OUTER  BANKS  AREA* 


Frequency  of  Visit 


Once 

Twi  ce 

Three  Times 

Four  or  More  Times 


261 

42, 

.  5 

84 

13, 

,  7 

37 

6, 

,  0 

232 

37  , 

,9 

All  Times 


Not  applicable  In  15  cases, 


Table  24--REASONS  GIVEN  BY  TOURIST  FOR  COMING  TO  THE 
DARE  COUNTY  OUTER  BANKS  AREA* 


Reason  Given 
By  Tourist 


Read  About 

Just  On  Route 

Information  given  to  Tourist 

by  Friends  or  Relatives 
To  Go  Fishing 

To  See  Historical  and  Park  Areas 
To  See  Lost  Colony 
Repeat  Visit 


119 

19  .  6 

8 

1.3 

105 

17  .3 

12 

2.  0 

2 

0  .  3 

13 

2.  1 

347 

57  .  3 

Total  All  Reasons 


*  Not  applicable  in. 23  cases. 


Table  25--rOMMUN I TY  IN  WHICH  PARTY  STAYED  OVERNIGHT- 


Communi  ty 

Kitty  Hawk 

Kill  Devil  Hills 

Nags  Head 

Oregon  Inlet 

Hatteras  Island  and  Communities 

Roanoke  Island  and  Communities 

Elizabeth  City 

Ocracoke 

Other 

♦Total  All  Communities 


mbe  r 

Percent 

76 

12.7 

99 

16.  5 

252 

4  2.1 

28 

4.  7 

84 

14.  1 

48 

8,0 

1 

0.2 

7 

1.2 

3 

0.  5 

598 

100,  0 

Did  Not  Stay  Overnight  or 
Otherwise  Not  Applicable 


Table  26--TYPE  OF  OVERNIGHT  ACCOMMODATION  UTILIZED  BY 

TRAVELER* 


Type  of  Accommodation 


Number  of 
Travelers 


Percent  of 
Travelers 


Motel 
Hotel 

Camp  Grounds  (Beach  and  Trailer) 
Rented  Cottage  or  Apartment 
Owned  Cottage  or  Used  Friends 
Cottage 

Tou  r  i  s  t  Home 

Total  All  Accommodations 


254 
32 

77 
156 

74 
4 


42  .  5 

5  .  4 

12  .  9 

26  .  ] 

12.  4 

0.  7 


*  Not  applicable  in  32  cases 


above  and  in  the  following  tables  it  is  possible 
to  compute  the  average  expenditure  for  each 
member  of  the  tourist  parties  interviewed.   Thus 
the  average  expenditure  per  individual  in  our 
sample  of  Dare  County  tourist  travelers  amounted 
to  $9.42  per  individual  per  day. 

If  the  findings  of  Lewis  C.  Copeland  in  a 
study  encompassing  the  entire  State  of  North 
Carolina  can  be  assumed  to  apply  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  our  sample  of  tourist  travelers  in  Dare 
County,  we  may  estimate  that  the  figure  of  $9.42 
derived  as  the  average  tourist  expenditure  could 
be  apportioned  among  the  various  business  groups 
in  the  area  as  follows  (see  Table  27,  The  Estimated 
Proportions  of  the  Average  Tourist  Traveler 
Expenditures  by  Various  Business  Categories). 

The  next  set  of  factors  which  will  be  examined 
are  the  opinions  of  the  tourists  regarding  the 
adequacy  of  the  facilities  available  to  them  in 
Dare  County.   The  better  the  facilities  available, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  tourist  traveler, 
the  less  likely  he  is  to  change  the  locus  of  his 
vacation  from  Dare  County  to  some  other  place 
and  the  more  likely  additional  tourists  are  to 
hear  about  the  area  and  be  drawn  into  the  County. 
Also,  it  is  more  likely  that  there  will  be 
increased  expenditures  by  all  who  visit  and, 
consequently,  increased  levels  of  prosperity  for 
Dare  County  residents  who  derive  their  income 
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Table  27--THE  ESTIMATED  AVERAGE  TOURIST  TRAVELER 
EXPENDITURES  BY  VARIOUS  BUSINESS  CATEGORIES* 


Business  Category 

Lodging,  Eating  and  Recreation 

Lodging  Places 

Eating  and  Drinking  Places 

Recreation  Service 

Auto  S  ervices 

Gasoline  Service  Station 
Auto  Accessory  Store 
Auto  Repair  and  Service 

Other 

Tota  I 


Amount  Spent 

$4,  16 

1.60 

2,38 

.  18 

$2  .07 

1.79 

.  11 

.  17 

3  .  19 


$9.42 


Copeland  gives  these  expenditures  as  a  proportion  of  the  tourist 
dollar  for  the  State.   Given  the  expenditure  per  person  and  the 
proportions  derived  by  Copeland  and  assuming  that  these  proportions 
apply  to  our  sample  of  Dare  County  travelers,  we  are  able  to  derive 
the  dollar  amounts  above. 
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THE  RETAIL  TRADE  AREA 


from  providing  services  to  this  traveling  population. 

Data  on  retail  trade  and  selected  retail 
services  are  in  Table  0,  Retail  and  Service  Trades 
in  Dare  County  and  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area 
for  1948  to  1958  (in  the  Appendix).   It  is  clear 
from  study  of  this  table  that  the  period  between 
1948  to  1954  was  the  time  of  great  commercial 
growth  in  Dare  County.   While  commercial  growth 
occurred  in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  /. rea,  there 
is  little  comparison  between  the  magnitude  of 
growth  that  occurred  in  the  two  areas.   For  example, 
while  the  yearly  sales  in  retail  establishments 
in  the  Seven  County  Coastal  Area  increased 
fifty-four  per  cent,  a  not  unsubstantial  gain  in 
retail  growth,  this  period  saw  retail  sales 
increase  in  Dare  County  by  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent.   While  this  increase  occurred  in  the 
case  of  retail  sales,  the  number  of  establishments, 
the  number  of  employees  and  the  yearly  payroll  also 
increased  in  substantial  amounts.   Moreover,  while 
the  rate  of  increase  was  not  quite  as  great  over 
more  recent  periods  as  over  the  period  between 
1948  and  1954,  substantial  growth  has  continued  In 
more  recent  periods. 

Another  interesting  fact  emerges  when  the 
analysis  considers  "selected  services."   Over  the 
period  1948  to  1954,  receipts  for  services  in- 
creased by  more  than  sixty  per  cent  in  Dare  County. 
Services  —  hotels,  motels,  amusements,  personal,  and 
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bu s ine s s--a r e  most  rendered  (but  not  exclusively) 
to  tourist  travelers. 

When  it  is  realized  that  the  Dare  County 
economy  is  heavily  dependent  on  the  tourist 
traffic  which  it  is  able  to  draw  within  its 
borders,  it  also  becomes  obvious  that  Dare  County 
does  not  have  a  "retail  trade  area"  in  the  usual 
sense  in  which  that  term  is  used.   On  the  contrary 
the  retail  trade  area  becomes  the  area  from  which 
the  County  is  able  to  draw  visitors. 

With  this  in  mind,  Chart  9,  The  Origin  of 
Tourist  Travelers  in  the  Dare  County  Tourist  Area, 
shows  that  the  greater  number  of  tourist  travelers 
come  from  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
Fewer  individuals  come  from  other  areas,  mostly 
from  the  upper  northeastern  seaboard. 

Considering  the  notion  that  has  been  advanced 
regarding  the  type  of  people  likely  to  be  found 
in  the  Dare  County  Area  —  that  is,  older  people-- 
and  the  fact  that  a  strong  attraction  of  the  area 
is  the  "prlmative  natural  scenery"  available  along 
the  beaches,  one  finds  that  over  thirty-seven 
per  cent  of  the  travelers  interviewed  enjoyed  most 
of  all  just  "resting."   However,  swimming  on  the 
beaches  ranked  first  among  tourists  when  asked 
what  they  enjoyed  most.   Significant  proportions 
of  the  tourist  travelers  mentioned  viewing  the 
area's  natural  scenery,  fishing,  and  seeing  the 
Lost  Colony  pageant  as  highlights  of  their  trip 
through  the  area.   Most  tourists  found  the  beach 
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CHART  9  -    THE   ORIGIN     OF   TOURIST    TRAVELERS    IN    THE    DARE    COUNTY    TOURIST    AREA. 


I^^l     25%  OR   0\ 
'.•'.•'.•2    3  TO  7  % 


K;-'V.-;.1  0.5  to  i  % 


Table  28--THINGS  ENJOYED  MOST  BY  TOURISTS  DURING  THEIR 

VISIT* 


Things  Enjoyed 


Resting 

Swimming  (Off  Beach) 

Fishing 

Eat  i  ng 

Swimming  (In  Pool) 

Seeing  Lost  Colony 

Looking  at  Scenery 


123 

20  , 

,  5 

224 

37, 

.  3 

71 

11  . 

.8 

8 

1  . 

.  3 

3 

0, 

,  5 

56 

9, 

,  3 

86 

14, 

.  3 

Historical  Aspects  of  Area 

13 

2.2 

Commercial  Recreation 

16 

2.7 

Total  All  Things  Enjoyed 

600 

100.0 

*  Not  applicable  In  29  cases. 


Table  29--T0URIST  CLASSIFICATION  OF  SWIMMING  AND  BEACH 
FACILITIES* 


Tour  ist  Class ification 


Excellent  and  Very  Good 

Average  or  Fair 

Poor 


397 

110 

13 


76.3 

21.2 

2.  5 


Total  Classifications 


520 


179  not  applicable. 


Table  30--CLASSIFICATI0N  OF  FISHING  FACILITIES* 


Tourist  Classification 


Excellent  and  Very  Good 


Average  or  Fair 


Total  Classifications 


Not  applicable   In  328  cases. 


Table     31--T0UHIST    CLASSIFICATION    OF     EATING    FACILITIES' 

Tourist  Classification 

Excellent  and  Very  Good 

Average  or  Fair 

Poor 


Number 

P 

er cen t 

308 

69  .  8 

121 

27.4 

12 

2.7 

Total  Classifications 


441 


100  .  0 


*  Not  applicable  In  188  cases. 

Table  32--T0URIST  CLASSIFICATION  OF  LODGING  FACILITIES* 

Tourist  Classification 

Excellent  and  Very  Good 

Average  or  Fair 

Poor 


Numbe  r 

P 

er cent 

383 

73.  8 

121 

23.  3 

15 

2.9 

Total  Classifications  by  Tourist 
Tra ve 1 er  s 


*  Not  applicable  in  .110  cases, 
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Table  33--TOURIST  CLASSIFICATION  OF  PRICES' 
Tourist  Classification Number      Pe.r^ent 


Higher  Than  Expected 
Lower  Than  Expetted 
About  What  Expected 


116 

36 

456 


19,  1 

5  ,9 
75.0 


Total  All  Expectations 


*  Not  applicable  in  21  cases 
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Table  34--TOURIST  OPINION  AS  TO  FACILITIES  AT  PRESENT 
ABSENT  BUT  NEEDED  ON  THE  OUTER  BANKS* 


Tourist  Opinion 


Nothing  absent 

Need  better  eating  facilities 
including  drive-ins  and  all 
night  restaurants 

Drug  stores 

Adult  entertainment 
night  clubs  and  bars 

Super-markets 

Thea  t  er  s 

Hot  showers  and 
toilets  at  camp  sites 

Improved  campgrounds, 
cooking  areas  and  picnic 
tables  with  shade 

Improved  ferry-waiting 
f aci 1 i  t  i  es 

Clean-up  beaches 

Public  bath  houses 

Life  gua  rds 

Childrens  playgrounds 

Young  adult  and  teenage 
recreational  and  beach 
f  ac  i 1 i  t  i  e  s 


25 
4 

8 
5 
8 


17 
9 
7 


4  .  1 

0  .  7 

1  .  3 

0  .  8 

1  .  3 


1  .  0 

2.  8 

1  .  5 

1  .  1 

1  .  3 

1  .  3 
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Tour  I  St  Op  1 n  I  on 
Fresh  water 


Table  34  (Con t  i  nued ) 
Number 


Boat  rentals  and 
launching  facilities 
tor  fishermen 

More  piers 

18  Hole  golf  course 

Public  tennis  courts 

Convenient  laundromat 

More  nice  motels 

Doctors 

More  historical  markets 
and  information  phamplets 

S  i  dewa Iks  and 
road  improvements 


30 

9 
2 
6 
3 
3 
5 
2 


P  ere  e  n  t 
4.9 

1.5 

0.4 
1.0 
0.5 
0.5 
0.8 
0.  3 

1.1 

0.7 
1.3 


To ta  1  Opi  ni  ons 


Not  applicable   in  15  cases. 
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SUMMARY  COMMENT 


swimming  and  the  fishing  facilities  excellent  or 
very  good-   Similarly,  the  toui-lsr,  opinion  of  the 
eating  and  lodging  farilities  indicated  that  the 
quality  'jf  services  provided  the  tourist  traveler 
in  Dare  County  were  meeting  t  jur i s t= impo sed 
standord-.  of  exrellente.   Prices  paid  for  various 
items--for  lodging,  to^id,  e  t  •-:  .  wer-e  within  the 
expectations  of  slightly  more  than  eight-one 
per  cent  of  the  tourist  travelers  interviewed, 

Amoag  those  Individuals  Interviewed  during  the 
middle  of  last  su mm er  there  were  some  travelers 
who  gave  indication  of  dissatisfaction  with  the 
facilities  provided.   On  the  other  hand,  when  a 
chance  was  given  to  the  tourist  travelers  to  in- 
dicate the  improvements  which  they  felt  were  needed 
to  make  the  Dare  County  area  more  suitable  for 
tourist  travelers,  almost  two-thirds  of  the 
travelers  interviewed  (64.0%)  could  think  of  no 
way  m  which  the  area  might  be  improvedc   On  the 
other  hand,  the  largest  number  of  tourlsr^  finding 
inadequacies  in  the  area  suggested  that  most  needed 
were  the  provision   of  hot  water  showers,  j nd 
toilets  at  the  camp  sites. 

In  our  concern  with  the  general  econom'-:  well 
being  of  the  Dare  County  Outer  Banks,  the  m-djor 
base  of  the  Dare  County  Area  economy  is  its 
service  aspect.   Tourist  travelers  are  consumers 
to  whom  services  are  rendered  in  various  forms 
by  Dare  County  residents  employed  as  service 
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entrepreneurs  and  workers. 

In  general,  the  ^-ourlst  trt)veler!j  m  our 
Survey  liked  what  they  found  m  the  area  and  had 
a  high  tare  ot  return  vliil^;   However,  xr     is  in 
this  finding  that  one  first  begins  to  get  the 
notir)n  that  the  p  or  en  rial  of  the  area  is  not 
being  realized.   Of  all  visitors  interviewed, 
57,5%  were  returning  fjr  a     repeat  visit,  dnd 
^2  ,  bX    were  visiting  Dare  C..  unty  for  the  first 
time.   Of  the  flrst-rtme  visitors,  nearly  half 
said  they  decided  to  visit  Dare  County  on  the 
basis  of  what  they  had  read  about  It,  and  two  out 
of  five  tame  on  recommendations  of  friends  or 
relatives:   The  largest  proportions  of  visitors 
to  Dare  County  are  residents  of  the  states  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

The  bulk  of  the  rourist  through  traffic  from 
the  urban  northeast  to  the  southern  states  travel 
highways  that  criss-cross  the  State,  but  these 
highways  for  the  most  part  are  located  farther 
west  in  the  Piedmont. 

It  is  the  contention  of  this  report  that  the 
tourist  trade  will  be  the  mainstay  of  the  economy 
in  the  Dare  County  of  the  future.   There  are  few 
resources  for  Industrial  development.   On  the  other 
hand,  there  exists  one  of  the  finest  stretches 
of  natural  beach  and  primitive  seascape  to  be  seen 
anywhere.   It  is  this  natural  resource  with  which 
the  people  of  Dare  County  are  primarily  concerned 
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and  which  they  muit  manage  with  even  greater 
facility  In  the  future. 

This  Idea  of  preserving  unsullied  primitive 
seashore  for  the  recreation,  examination,  and 
(unfortunately)  contamination  by  those  who  view 
it  as  one  of  natures  natural  wonders,  presents  one 
of  the  most  challenging  development  problems  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina-   However,  solution 
of  this  problem  is  the  key  to  the  economic  future 
and  the  population  of  the  Dare  County  Area, 
Moreover,  the  provision  of  tourist  facilities  is 
only  part  of  the  problem  for  as  the  County 
becomes  more  important  as  a  retirement  and  summer 
vacation  home  area,  this  development  will  result 
in  even  more  complex  problems.   The  development 
of  the  Dare  County  Area  calls  for  solution  as 
unique  as  the  area  itself  without  slighting  any 
of  the  natural  advantages  of  the  area,  maximizing 
the  potentially  developable  factors  of   ". e  area. 

It  has  been  the  burden  of  this  repor;  to 
indicate  something  of  the  past  and  the  present, 
but  the  future  is  yet  to  be  made  In  terms  if  the 
policy  decisions  and  plans  of  today^ 
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APPENDIX    A 


Table  A — POPULATION  INCREASE  FOR  EACH  OF  THE  SEVEN  COUNTIES  IN  THE  SEVEN  COUNTY  COASTAL  AREA 

1900  -  1960 


1900 
1910 


I nc  r  ea  s  e 
for  Decade 


I nc  rease 
for  Decade 


Increase 
for  Decade 


I nc  r  eas  e 
for  Decade 


I nc  r  eas  e 
for  Decade 


I nc  r  eas  e 
for  Decade 


Seven  County  Coastal  _A_r ea_ 
Beaufort    Camden    Currituck  Dare         Hvde 


26  ,404 

5  ,474 

6,529 

4  ,  757 

9,278 

30  ,877 

5  ,640 

7  ,693  + 

4,84  1+ 

8  ,  840 

16.  9 

3.0 

17  .0 

1  .8 

~4  .  7 

31  ,024 

5  ,382 

7  ,268 

5  ,  115 

8  ,386 

0.  5 

-4  .  6 

-5.5 

5.  7 

-5  .  1 

35  ,026 

5,461 

6  ,710 

5  ,  202 

8  ,550 

12.9 

1  .5 

-7  .  7 

1  .  7 

2  .  0 

36  ,431 

5  ,  440 

6  ,  709 

6  ,041 

7  ,860 

4  .0 

-0.4 

-0.02 

16.1 

-8  .  1 

37 , 134 

5,223 

6  ,201 

5  ,405 

6,479 

1.9 

-4.0 

-7  .  6 

-10.  5 

-17  .  6 

36  ,014 

5  ,  598 

6  ,601 

5  ,935 

5  ,765 

Pasquotank  Tyrrell 

13  ,  660  4 ,980 

16,693  5,219 

22.2  4.8 

17  ,  670  4  ,849 

5.9  -7.1 

19,143  5  ,  164 

8.3  6,5 
20,568  5,556 

7.4  7.6 
24  ,  347  5 ,048 

18.4  -0.1 

25 , 630  4 , 520 

5 . 3  -10  .  5 


+  Includes  the  population  of  Atlantic  Township  which  was  annexed  from  Currituck  County  in 
1919  . 


-THE  NUMBER  OF  WEEKS  l^ORKED  BV  THOSE  WHO  WORKED  IN  1959  IN  DARE  COUNTY,  SEVEN 
COUNTY  COASTAL  AREA  BY  TOTAL  AND  BY  COUNTY, 


Total 

Number 

50-52 

48-49 

40-47 

27-39 

14-26 

13 

Weeks 

Working 

Weeks 

Wi 

geks 

W 

eeks 

Weeks 

Weeks 

or 

Less 

Dare  County 

Number 

2,486 

1  ,  147 

70 

240 

354 

330 

345 

Percent 

-- 

46.  1 

2.8 

0  .  7 

14.2 

13.  3 

13.9 

Total  Seven  County 

Coastal  Area 

Number 

37  ,307 

16,136 

2 

,219 

3 

,521 

4,  164 

3  ,898 

7 

,  369 

Percent 

-- 

43.3 

5.9 

9  ,  4 

11.2 

10.4 

19  .  8 

Beauf  or  t 

15  ,652 

5,916 

983 

1 

,448 

1  ,  7  "  3 

1,774 

3 

,808 

Percent 

— 

37.8 

6  .3 

9.3 

11  .  0 

11.  3 

24.3 

Camden 

2,026 

0  64 

109 

198 

234 

209 

312 

Percent 

-- 

47  .  6 

5.4 

9  .8 

11.5 

10  ,  3 

15.  4 

Cur r i  tuck 

2  ,  684 

1  ,  136 

140 

253 

336 

340 

479 

Percent 

-- 

42.  3 

5.2 

9  .4 

12.5 

12.7 

17.9 

Dare 

2,486 

1  ,  147 

70 

240 

354 

330 

?45 

Percent 

__ 

46.  1 

2.8 

9  .  7 

14  .  2 

13  .  3 

13.9 

Hyde 

2  ,  309 

760 

126 

256 

311 

305 

551 

Percent 

-- 

32.  3 

5.4 

11.  1 

13  .  5 

13.  2 

~3  .  1 

Pasquotank 

10 ,274 

5  ,521 

705 

990 

■)  2  0 

S06 

1 

I  -^  "-■   ' 

P  e  re  en  t 

-- 

53  .7 

6.9 

9.  6 

9  .0 

7  .  8 

i:: ,  0 

Tyrrell 

1  ,876 

6  12 

86 

136 

286 

13  4 

5  4:' 

Percent 

-- 

3  6.9 

4.6 

7  .  3 

15.  2 

7  .  1 

28  .. 

Table  C--0R1GIN  OF  TRIP'' 


Origin  of  Trip 

North  Carolina 

North  Eastern  Seaboard 

Stat  es 
New  England  States 
South  Eastern  States 
Midwestern  States 


Total 


14  1/ 


Table  E--PURPOSE  OF  STOPS  MADE' 
Pg  r  pose     Number 


S  igli  t  see 
Business 
S  leep 
Fuel 
F  ood 


iP.t al  All  Stops 

No  S  tops 

Total  Responses 


15  2/ 


13,3 

2  6,7 


Table  D--DEST1 N AT  I  ON  OF  TRIPJ 


Table  F--APPROXIMATE  AMOUNT  OF  MONEV  SPENT* 


North  Carolina 

North  Eastern  Seaboard 

States 
New  England  States 
South  Eastern  States 
Midwestern  States 


Total 


14  1/ 


14.  3 

7  .  1 


A.S.2iLll . N  umber  Spendin  g   Percent 

This  Much 
$1 , 00  to  $9 . 00  5  33.3 

$10.00  to  $25.00 


No  Money  Spent 

Total  Responses 


10 


15  2/ 


66.  7 


*  This  information  was  solicited  of  those  indicating  that  their  trip  was  merely  for 
"business"  a  "through  trip"  or  "other."  Of  the  twenty  responses  to  this  question 
fifteen  were  "business"  trips. 

1_/    Not  Applicable  -6. 
_2/  Not  Applicable  -5. 


Table  C--ORIGIN  OF  TRIP+ 
Number 


Table  E--PURPOSE  OK  STOPS  MADE' 


Origin  of  Tr 1 p 

North  Carolina 

North  Eastern  Seaboard 

States 
New  England  States 
South  Eastern  States 
Midwestern  States 


14  1/ 


Percent 
64  .  3 
^28  .  6 
7  .  1 

100.0 


Purpose 


P  e  rcen t 


Siglitsee 

2 

13  ,  3 

Business 

4 

26.7 

Sleep 

0 

-- 

Fuel 

0 

-- 

Food 

6 

40.  0 

Total  All 

St 

ops 

12 

80.  0 

No  Stoi 

OS 

3 

20.0 

Total  Responses 


15  2/ 


Table  D--DEST1 N ATI  ON  OF  TRIP* 


Table  F--APPROXIMATE  AMOUNT  OF  MONEY  SPENT* 


Destination  of  Trip Number     Percent 

7  5  0.0 

4  28  ,  6 


North  Carolina 

North  Eastern  Seaboard 

States 
New  England  States 
South  Eastern  States 
Midwestern  States 


Total 


14  1/ 


14  .  3 

7  .  1 


Amount Number  Spending   Percent 

This  Much 
$1 . 00  to  $9  .  00  5  33.3 

$10.00  to  $25  .  00 


No_ Money  S  pent 

Total  Responses 


10 


15  2/ 


66.  7 


*  This  information  was  solicited  of  those  indicating  that  their  trip  was  merely  for 
"business"  a  "through  trip"  or  "other."  Of  the  twenty  responses  to  this  question 
fifteen  were  "business"  trips. 

J_/  Not  Applicable  -6. 

2/    Not  Applicable  -5. 


Table  G__VEHICLE  OCCUPANCY  BY  AGE,  SEX  AND  NUMBER 


AGE  GROUP 


NUMBER  OF  CARS 
CONTAINING 


PER  CENT  OF  TOTAL  CARS 
CONTAINING 


Males 


Fema 1 es 


Males 


Fema 1 e  s 


Elderly 

1 
2 

3 


135 
5 


93 

20 

4 


21.5 
0.8 


14.8 
3.2 
0.6 


Subtotal 


140 


117 


22.3 


18.6 


Adults 
1 
2 
3 
4 


402 

412 

27 

42 

4 

1 

_ 

1 

63.9 
4.2 
0.6 


65.5 
6.7 
0.2 
0.2 


Subtotal 


433 


456 


68.8 


72.5 


Teens 
1 
2 
3 
4 


57 
6 


52 
18 

4 


9.  1 
1.0 


0.2 


8.3 
2.9 
0.6 


Subtotal 


64 


74 


10.2 


Chi  Idren 
1 
2 
3 

4 


158 

51 

6 

2 


138 

25.1 

31 

8.  1 

7 

1.0 

1 

0.3 

2  1.9 
4,9 
1.  1 
0.2 


Subtota 1 

217 

177 

34.5 

28.  1 

Total  Passengers 
Total  Cars 

972 
629 

973 
629 

100.0 

100.0 

Table  H--COMMUNITY  FROM  WHICH  PARTV  BEGAN  TRIP* 


Communi  ty 


Kitty  Hawk  77 

Kill  Devil  Hills  93 

Nags  Head  258 

Oregon  Inlet  26 

Hatteras  Island  and  Communities  85 

Roanoke  Island  and  Communities  50 

Elizabeth  City  4 

Ocracoke  10 

Other  11 


Total  All  Communities 


614 


Percent 

12 

,  5 

15, 

2 

42, 

.0 

4, 

,  2 

13 

.9 

8  , 

,  1 

0  . 

.  7 

1  , 

,6 

1  , 

.  8 

100, 

.0 

*  Not  applicable  15, 


Table  I--PRIMARY  ACTIVITIES  OF  TOURISTS  DURING  VISIT* 


Activities 


Swim 

Fish 

S  igh t see 

Rest 

See  Lost  Colony 

Used  Commercial 

Recreational  Facilities 

Other 


Number 

Percent 

278 

45.3 

88 

14  .  3 

111 

18  .  1 

113 

18  .4 

13 

2.  1 

5 

0  .8 

6 

1  .  0 

614 

100  .  0 

Total  All  Activities 


Table  J--RECR EATI ON AL  EQUIPMENT  BROUGHT  ALONG  BY  TOURIST 

PARTY* 


Rec  r  ea  t  i  ona 1 
Equ  i  pmen t 


Number  of  Tourists 
With  Such  Equipment 


Pleasure  Boat 

11 

Fishing  Equipment 

170 

Water  Skis 

Skin  Diving 

Fishing  Boat  and  Equipment 

14 

Other 

None 

419 

1  .  8 

27  .  7 


2.  3 

68  .  2 


Tocal  All  Equipment 


*  Not  applicable  in  15  case; 


Table  K--PURPOSE  OF  MAJOR  TOURIST  EXPENSE* 


Purpose  of  Expense 


Lodging 

Eating 

Travel 

R  ec  r  ea  t  i  on 

Other 


405 

103 

79 

15 

12 


66  .  0 

16.8 

12  .  9 

2  .  4 

1  .  9 


Total  All  Expenses 


614 


*  Not  applicable  in.  15  cases. 


Table  L~-APPROXIMATE  AMOUNT  OF  MONEY  SPENT  IN 
DARE  COUNTY  TOURIST  AREA  BY  TOURIST 
TRAVERLERS* 


Amount  Spent 


$0   --$9.00 
$10  --$24.00 
$25  --$49.00 
$50  --$99.00 
$100--$149 . 00 
$150 — $199 . 00 
$200--$299 . 00 
$300--$399 . 00 
$400--  and  ovei 


Number 

Percent 

27 

4  ,  5 

83 

13  .  9 

106 

17.  8 

114 

19.  1 

86 

14  .4 

60 

10.  1 

70 

11.  7 

21 

3.5 

30 

5,0 

Total  All  Amounts 


*  Not  applicable  In  32  case! 


Table  M--ANNUAL  INCOME  OF  FAMILY  OF  TOURIST  DRIVER' 


Less  than  5^00  0 
5  ,  000  to  7,500 
7,500  to  10,000 
10.000  to  15,000 
15,000  or  over 


Number 

Percent 

64 

10„7 

170 

28  „  5 

17  2 

28,9 

119 

20.  0 

71 

11.9 

Total  All  Responses 


100  .0 


Not  applicable   In  23  cases. 


Table  N--RECREATI ONAL  EQUIPMENT  USED  BY  TOURIST  DURING  VISITS 
Recreational  Equipment  Used Number P  e  r  c  e  n  t 


Pleasure  Boat 

Fishing  Equipment 

Water  Skis 

Piers 

Swimming  Pools 

Commercial  Recreational  Places 

Fishing  Boat  and  Equipment 

None 


28 
07 

1 
11 

9 

14 

30 

424 


4.6 
15.8 
Q.2 
1.  8 
1.4 
2.3 
4.9 
69  .0 


All  Equipment  Used 


*  Not  applicable   in  15  cases. 


RETAlh    AND    SERVICE     TRADES     IN     DARE    COUNTY    AND    THE    SEVEN     (OUNTY    COASTAL 
AREA     FOR     19^8     TO     19  38 


1948 


%    C  ha  nge 
1948-54 


19  5  4 


7„    Change 
19'j4-58 


19  58 


RETAIL    TRADE--SEVEN    COUNTY 
COASTAL    AREA 

Number  Establishments  1,353 

Yearly  Payroll  ($1,000)  3,495 

Sales  ($1,000)  46,542 

Employees  (as  of  Nov,  15)  2,497 

RETAIL    TRADE--DARE    COUNTY 

Number  Establishments  122 

Yearly  Payroll  ($1,000)  186 

Sales  ($1,000)  2,574 

Employees  (as  of  Nov.  15)  135 


47„ 


-22 
+  54.2 
+46.  1 
+  8.8 


+  4.9 
+103 -8 
+  100  .9 

-26.7 


1, 

,C50 

5, 

,392 

67, 

,987 

2: 

,716 

128 

379 

5 

,17  1 

99 

+  2 

b% 

1 

,077 

+  10. 

.0 

b 

,  8  '.  3 

-  0, 

,  5 

67 

,666 

+  7  . 

.0 

I 

,80  7 

-  1. 

.2 

m 

fl9, 

.8 

454 

+  3. 

,  1 

5 

.343 

+  1^. 

,8 

246 

SERVICE  TRADES. 
COASTAL  AREA 


SEVEN  COUNTY 


Number  Establishments  309  +20.7 

Yearly  Payroll  ($1,000)  765+  +57.8 

Receipts  ($1,000)  3,097  +72.7 

Employees  (as  of  Nov.  15)  537+  +28.9 


373 

+  12 

.  1 

418 

1,207+ 

+30. 

,0 

1,460 

5,348 

+2  1. 

.6 

6,502 

692  + 

+2  6. 

,8 

878 

SERVICE  TRADES--DARE  COUNTY 

Number  Establishments 
Yearly  Payroll  ($1,000) 
Receipts  ($1,000) 
Employees  (as  of  Nov.  15) 


31 

+  90, 

.3 

93 

+  159, 

,  1 

517 

+  108. 

.5 

26 

+  173  , 

.  1 

59 

+  45.8 

86 

241 

+  64,3 

396 

,078 

+  60.6 

1,731 

71 

+152.1 

179 

00  ' 
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